GOV. GILMER'S DINNER SPEE CH,
at Millulgu'il[c. 10th inst,
Gentlemen—Itis with great embarrassment that

| ¥ 'rise to return you my thanks, for the honor you

Liave doue me, in the sentiments just expressed in

yrelation 1o my character and public services. 1
| amn wholly unable to convey tirwords, the nature
.| and extént of my feeliogs on the present cccasion.:

My situation is novel indeed. Instead of meets
ing with @ cold -receplion, from having béea the
instrument of the loss of party powur,i find my-
soif the subject -ofthe most tattering distinction
from this respectabl blage of my poiitical
friends. Had  the offering, which is now mad
of their good will and conlidence, followed my in

| duction into office, it wounld not have been re-
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| ceived: I have no regard whatever forthe hon-

ory artendant upon. elevated stations.  And yet
my ambition is perhaps as ardent as others. 1
seek but 1 deserve and ‘acquire, - from my coun-
trymen, the namo of'an honest may and faithfol
public servant. © Your approbation:of my con-
duct has been therefore o gratifying, to enable

.| me to find expressions for my grautude. And

yet 1 would, if it were possible; render to this
company i brief vindication of the course of poli-
ey which 1 have attempted 1o pursue in adminis-
tering the Executive Department, and state some
of the causes which have led to the result of the
late election of Governor.

In my inaugural address, I stated to my fel-
low-citizens, that I cousidered myself the Chief
Magistrate of the State, and not of a. purty.—
Forthis expression 1. have received unnioasueed
abuso. It 18 known familiarly to all of you, that
the heated party strife. which bad arrived at its
acme iu 1825, had, for some yeurs, gradually sub-
sidod, as the measures of Gavernor Troup, in
defence of the rights of the State, proved success-

"| ful. 'The leader of the opposition party had re-

moved from the State. I had received a large
majority ufthe votes of that party, [Ithen hoped
that the time had arrived, when divisions among
tha people, arising from the quarrols and conflict-
ing ambiuon of individuals, which had so loug
disgraced the State, might be healed, and parties
formed upon principle alone. As one means of
effecting this object, I have endeavored to fill all
the oftices in the gift of the Exccutive, with
such persons as were supposed to be bost
qualified to discharge their dutios, withoul
regard to party disunctions. It wasin tho ob-
servance of this ' rule, that [ had hoped to satisfy
every one of the sincerity of the determinatiou
which I lad expressod, of being the Governor of
tho Stata und not of a party. I have however
been dis appointed, ay is now imown to every oue.
Too muny unworthy persons had continually
profited by the violeuce of the contest for part

supremary, to be dispcsed to respect arule whic

2 excluded “them from the rewards to which they

had been accustomed, for their successful support

| of cundidtates for office.  INamerons applications

were made 1o me for rewards for such serviees
wpon my entering into ofiice—ill have been disaps
poiuted. I bave sought for public officers among
those only, who were known to bo worthy of cou-
fidonco. I have considered the elaims of all aj.-
plicauts lesscued by the act of asking. . Mauy of
those who hear me, und who bave been fauliar
with the coarse which | have pursued, aro aware
of the bitter opposition which I bave received (rom
disappointed applicants of both parties. Ihuve
acted without looking to personal cousequences,
and canpot but feel gratified that I can say with
perfeet sincenity, on this oecasion, that | bave not

the power which was placed in my hauds by
the peuple, in oue inrtancs, o aklin the accom-
plishment of any selfish purpose.

All who hear me are fully aware of the extraor-
dinary responsbility which has devolved ug:’u
me in consequenee of ous relations with the Cho-
rokees. 'The extension of the aurisdmion of the
Srate over the Indians, tho discovery of gold
mines of great value in ths lund nccupiodnz
them; the right of tho peoj lo to huve those I
Jistributed Wwithont tho:oxbignisl of 1ho In-
dia title; the possovsion token of 1ho mities by
thousands of . _ehielly from




fiee,  The policy which I then recommended to |
the Le a0 Lo pursne, in regard 1o these t- |
portant marters, have been the constaut themo of
oppotition” eyer since, and the most operative
caus¢ ofthe loss of my election. And yot, oxtra-
otdinary 'as it may appess, the epinions which ||
toye thus deprived me of the confidence of my |
fellow-vitizens, were at the time they wero com-
municated to the Legislature, fully approved by
the present Governor.

1 kuew that in opposiog the immediate distri-
bution of thelundsof tho Cherokees, without re-
gard to their rights; in recommending the appro-
printion of the valuable gold mines 1o re
thio people of taxation, making interual im
ments and extendiog the benefits of education to
all classes of saciety; and in advising the repoal
‘of the Juw which subjected onr Indian populiti
te a deprivicion of much of their property by im-
propermeans, 1 was opposiug the strongest pre-
judices, aud most selfish foolings of the thought-
less and avencious, I hiave uot however been
accustomed to throw out feclers, to learn the in-
dicution of public sentiment, previous to sxpress-
ing any thoughts on aoy subject, much less when | ¢
oflicial duty roquired their open avowsl.  The o- |
pidions whichwere comuwunicated to the Legisla- | 7
ture, upon these subjects, have, however, heen | ¢
rossly misrepresented,  Thousands ofcur citi- | ¢
zens kitye by the operation of une or two corrupt | §
prosses, beenmade to beliave that I was oppased | |
1 the acquisition of our Indiun laady, and had in- | ¢
sulted the poor by stating that they were unfit o | |
partake of the benefits 1w be derived from the | S
gold mines, in common swith otherclisses of the | ¢
Sommunity. t
"Che authors of these chirges kuew them to be | i
false, and the whole course of my public and pri- | $
vate life, I trust, is testimony against them; but t‘
in popular goveraments Jike ours, there will al-
ways be found persons, who. are ready to avail | 8
themselves of such base means of acquiring ofli- Vl
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I take this opportunity of avowing, (what I
have often stated privately,) that T Lad wo indi-
vidual interast or desire to continue in office; that
I have been ouly anxions to do what duty to the
State required of me, and that I now feel that
have no cause o regret my defeat, except as it
may affect injuriously the measures of the Goy- |4
ernment; and as it wrests the administrition
from the hands of' those with whow I have ever
acted, aud upon the suceess of whoso principles
depends the henor, safety, and character of the
State.

Notwithstanding the difficulty which I find of | ¥
expressing myself ander ‘my present embarass- | d
ment, I am yet auxious to add something furth- | &
er in explanation of the weasures of my admin- | !
stration. I opposing the immediate survey and | b
distribution of the Cherokee lands, T have been | |
influonced not only by what ' was considered jus- |1
tice to onr Indian population, but by what was |t
due to the present Administration of the Geue | 1
al Government. * The firmness with wh el Gen- | f
eral Jackson has sustaiued his policy of remov- |1
ing the Indian tribes from the States, and |¢
placing ther in ﬂmznly situation in which their | I
existence can be cortinued, orin which they can |
acquire the “art of civilized life, bis prompt ac- |
knowledgment of the rights of this State to ex- :
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tend its laws over all ity territory, and the ex-
ertions which he has made, and is now makiag to
remove the Cherokees from beyond our limits,
impose npon us the strongest obligation to avoid
the adoption of any policy which “would be cal-
culated to bring us 1ate collision with the Uni-
ted States. Upon no subject have stronger ef-
forts been made . to excito the prejudices of the
ople against General Jackson, and to prevent
is re-election, than his disposition to do jostice
to Georgia. - And shall we give effect to these
anprincipled  efortés by adoptivg  such meas- |
ures as must eitber sacrifice our best friends, or | ¢
force him, under the pressurs of public opinion, |
to resist their execution? Gratitude and policy :
1

both- forbid. :

Among the singular circumstances which have
been attendant upon the late election, it is not
the least remarkable, that the presses in thiy
State, which have supported my successor, be-
cause ke was in fayor of the immediate stir-
voy and distribution of the Indian lands, and
the Northern presses opposed to General Jack-
son, under the pretence that he was disposed
to nid this State in depriving the Cherokevs of
their rights, have made my " defeat a ' common
cause of triumph.

Yor the purposc of defenting tho re-election of
Gen. Jackson, it bas been stated, that he has re-
fusud to enforce the nou-intercourse law, and
thereby enabled the authorities of thia State toop-

ress thie Cherokees, und take possesvion of their |

ands.  Although this charge has been made in
all the Tnpcls opposed to Gon. Jackson, it is at-
terly false. At no time whatever has the Chera-
| keo torritory hoen s perfectly secured from in-
| trusion from the whites, as undor the operation of
the present laws.

It may be also proper thatl should notics a
charge which bas been made directly against
myself, by the same papers, together with those
in this State which have advocated the election
of my successer, in relation to my conduct towards
the Missivnaries, who were residents among the
Cherokees. By tho law now in force, no white
person, bhowever respectable, has tho right to
mtrude upon the Cherokee. territory. Thoso
white persons of good character, whio were resid-
ing among the Indiaus, when that law was passed,
hind the special privilege g d then to i
their residence. In order, however, to prevent
| the mbuse of this privilege, by enabliag such por-
[ sonx to thwart the policy of the General Govern-
| ment, and to oppose the execution of the laws of
| this State, o condition was imposed upon them,
| that they should take an oath to support its Con-
| stitution” and laws.~Whatever punishment the
| Missionarics have suffered, has been sought for by
|

themselves, by the open and direct violation of &
law which was intended for their benefit. Notan
[acthas been done for the purpose of oppressing
[ thern.  Thoy have not been asked to take an
| oath contrary to their conseientions opinions; nor
| have those who are now in the Penitentiary been
offered a pardon upon condition that they would
take any oath whatever, but simply on the pro-
mise of their removal from the territory,

There lins been oue act of my administration
which I regret to perceive bixs boen niisunderstood
by some of my friends. It has been suppésed
that in dirceting the Agzent of the 8tato to con-
tivue o arrest [ndians for trespussing upon the
gold miney, after the decision of a Judge of the
Superior court, that they coeld not be panished
for so dning\, it was my intention to oppuse th
Judicial ity.—The law imposed upou me a
pirticular duty. That daty terminated when
thy judicial nuthority commenced. It was not
intended by my orders to the Agent, not se under-
stoad by him, that o should arrest any Indian |
who fiad becu dise b’ the Courf, unless |
for a repeuted offeuce.  The Judieiel and Legisla-
tive depuruncnt are b coliisios, sad Dot the |

septive ud Judicial . }
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