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MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Remarks of Ar. Jaokson, of Mussachusells, on
the Resolution of Mr. CrLayTON, Dec. 18.

Mr. Jackson said he had uniformly been, ard
still was, an advocate of the American Sysiem, and hign-
ly approved of the encouragement of American indwsty
and enterprise by the continuance of a judicious Ta-
ritt. But, as his name stoud among the nays on tte
(question taken yesterday, in relation to the resolutisn
now under consideration, in upposition to many of the
leading suppoiters of that system, there seemed to bea
necessity for his offering to the House, in a few words,
the facls and reasons which induced bis vote.

In the hrst place, he considered the construction Jf
Railroads in any and every part of the Union, whe'e
they have or may be introduced, s species of American
industry and enterprise, as well worthy of prutection aid
encouragement, as any other article ot American prodec-
tion which had ever been favored by a protective F'arif,
and,except in a very few situations, one that required this
encouragement much more than any other.

And in the second place, because the remission of ihe
duty on Locomotive Engines would not, in his opinon,
cause the unportation of one additional engine for ihe
two ycars from this time, which is the time to which the
operativn of this Resolution is limited.

With regard to the first of these positions, he would
say nothing, because the tacts and reasons which sustain
it, belong rather to the main question than to the one
now under consideration.

It the second positivn was sustained, that is, if the
adoption of this Resolution will not injuriously affect the
pruducers ot Iron, or the manufacturers of engines, the
unly interest to be affected by it is that of the Revenue,
and i1t is on all kands agreed that any propositions touch-
ing the linances of the country should £o to the Commit-
tec of Ways and Means.

The cvidence that English engines are not now inter-
fering with the American manutacturer is found in the
fact, that those establishments in this country which are
producing Locomotive Engines,such us can be depended
upon, are not able to furnish any thing like a full supply
tor the Ruilrvads now in operation ; and the great num-
ber of Ruilrouds now ia the progress of construction Jeave

no just ground to hope that they will be able to supply
the demund for two years to come.

Aunother fact, quite conclusive on this subject, is, that
the English engines are not now imported so cheap, by
more than the amount of the duty, as they can be pro-
duced jn this country, and of course cannot eome into in-
jurious competition with the home manfacturer, even if
admitted free of daty,

As to the fuct ot the inability of the American manu-
facturers to supply the demand, Mr. J. said, he knew,
from his own experience, that the Rail-road Corpora-
tions tn Massachiusctts had found difhiculty, and were not
now sufliciently supplied with engines, nor did he be-
lieve that they could supply themselves except by im-
pul'lﬂliun.

The Direclors of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-rosd
Company were satisfied that economy required that steam
should be substituted for horse-power more than a ycar
ago, and determined (o plice upon their Rail-road eiglt
or ten engines.  Owing to the peculiar constraction of
that read, the English engine is not adapted toit, and the
Compuany, being confined to the use of the American man-
ufaciure exclusively, have, as yet, been able to putin ope-
ration only three our four engines, probably not a fourth
part of the number necessary lor the accommodation of
the business of that road.

The Pennsylvania Canal Commissioners, in their last
Annual Report, suy that ¢ Immediately after the passage
of the act of the 15th April last, authorizing the Canal
Commissioners to place locomotive engines un the Ruil-
way, directions were given to the superintendent to pro-
cure, il possible, fifteen for the use of the Culumbia Rail-
Rouad. Two bave beea procured and placed un the Road,
From the present prospect of a large increase of busi-
ness on the Pennsylvania improvements the Board believe
it will require from twenty to twenty five engines to ac-
commodate the trade and travelling next season, and that
this number must be annually increased f r several years
to come. That a greater number has not been contract-
ed tor since the passage of the acl, than is now engaged,
wus owing to the difliculty of procuring them in this
country, and the want of funds.”

From these facts, Mr. J. considered it perfectly conclu-
sive that the manufacturers cannot now furnish these en-
gines in sufficient number, nor be expected to do so for
two years to come. The constructors of these roads, there-
fore, must either use horse-power,which has been practi-
cally demonstrated to be at least 30 per cent. dearer than
steam,import English engines, whethertaxedwitha duty or
not, or furego a part of the benefits which their rail-roads
are capable of imparting, and wh_icll their immense out-
lay justly entitles them to receive. The cost of these
rail-roads, say twenty, thirty, forty, and even fifty thou-
sand dollars per mile, is too great an amount to lie idle, or
nartially so, without bringing a loss of interest upon their
owners, far greater than the amount of duties on the en-
gines necessary for the full employment of these roads;
and consequently it may be reasonably expected that
very nearly the same number of engines will be imported
for the next two years, whether your duties are remitted
or continued. And if imported, the imposition of a duty,
or their free admission, can neither beuefit or injure tne
producer of iron, or the manufacturer of engines. This
description of manufacture rests upon a different basis
from that of most others which have been protected. The
reasons which have rendered protection duties necessary
on other artioles are found in the fact, that the Bri
tish manufacturers have had longer experience, greater
amount of business, more ample capiial, and more skil-
ful workmen. All this has made it difticult, if not im
pussible, for the establishinen's of this country to com-
pete successfully with them but by the aid of our Go-



vernment. Not g0 with regard to the locomotive. It is
as new, or nearly so, in that country, as our own. Our.
mechanics in this branch of manufacture are as skilful as
theirs—have had nearly -as much experience—in five
years from this time will have more, and will certainly
beat them. _ _ - |
For these reasons, he considered the resolution as not
infringing upon the manufacturing interest at all; and
consequently the resolution ought not to be comniitted
to the Committee on Manufactures, [f any doubt exists
as to this species of American industry and enterprise
being worthy of encouragement, a more proper commit-
tee would be that of Roads and Canals ; but believing it
to be a revenue question merely, 1 hope it will go to the
Committee of Ways and Means; and when this Commit-
tc€ report a billy as [ bave no doubt they will do, it will
then be in order to discuss the questiun upon its own me-
rits 3 and | amm much mistaken if we are not able to show
most satistactorily that the settlement of the great tariff
question in 1832 had no reference to locomotive engines,
and that nothing could have been further from the 8pirit
and intention of that compromise than the taxing of
these engines fur the encouragement of the producers of
iron to double the amount of the value of the iron used in
their construction, either in Fngland or the United States.
Mr. J. said hie hud no disposition to disturb this famous
compromise, nor did he believe that the adoption of this
resolution would have the slightest tendency to do so.




