Joln Howard Payne—~—We are glad to
sce that the Gebrgm Legislature have, with

" spirit and promptness becoming the sub-
jeet, taken notice of the . recent unlawiul
and outrageous arrest of Mv,- Payne by the
Georgia Guard. Thereport of Mr. Clay-
fon, chairman of:the commiliee to- whom
~ the subject had been referred, is crqditablei
{o the magnanimty and sense of justice of ;
the state: [An extract from the report is sub-,

N

joined. © -~ < |
The only testimony before your commitice,
relative to the arrest of Mr. Payne, will be
found in the communication of his excel-
lency William Schley of the 10th mstant.

~ In that communicaton, the Goveruor says
— T have received a communication, dated
the first instant, from Col. Wi, N. Bishop
 ¢the €ommandes of the Cherokee Guard, in-
forming me that on his retirn from Mil-
ledgevilleto Spring Place in November last,
he found John Howard Payne, in custody

- of the Guard—* who say Col. Bishap, was
found engaged in examining and writing
‘papers, ‘'suspected of some design against
_the government.” -This adwmission of the
commander of the Guard, is sufficient of it-

. itself, toshow the utter recklessness & want

ofautherity, in the guard 1o maoke thearrest.



I The commander of the guard, says, in !
his letter to the Governor. “ T have exanii-
ned those papers and find some very impro-|
per and indiscreef statements in relutioh 10|
‘the President, our government. and state
authorities and agents, both government ]i
and .state agents, the Georgia Guard, &c—
and jpany bitter remarks concerning’ the
' Cherokee matteirs; but finally concluded|
 that they were not “of such a natnrc as;
would justify his beirg bound over to an-
swer for his offence in our Courts, I there-
fore, after keeping him a few days under|
goard, bave diseharged him.” How longy
he was keptunder guard-before the arrival
of Col. Bishop at Spring Place, your com-
mittee are uninformed. Yet it is evident to }
your committee that the instruetions of the
jate Executive, to the Guard in this matter, !
were entirely disregarded, for.ihe Gover-)
nor’s direct instructions were, that vhene-
ver individuals were arrested for offences
committed against the laws of Georgia, they
were imimediately . to Le brought before the
civil authorities, to be dealt with as the law |
‘directs. DBut the commander of the Guaxd
says, after examining his papers and find-|
ing him guilty of no offence for which. he
was answerable in our. Conrts—**1,” the
the commander of the Guard “kept him
in custody a fcw days and then discharged
 him.? - Your committee would ask with
feeling of mortification, why was he kept|
in custody ONE MINUTE, heyond the time,|
when it was ascertained he had committed
no offence 2 Was it to punish him; for his
« indiscreel statements 1n relation o lhe
Georgia Guard !” Perhaps so. Butin sodo-
ing, the Guard have violated every principle
of the constitution, which guarantees, liber-
ty and equal rights 10 the citizens of ihis
country. ‘They have jeopardized tlic char- |
acter and reputation of the State of Georga
abroad, by this act of wanton and unealled
for Vandalism—And will bring down upon.
the people of State theine vitable ang odious}
charge of inhaspitality, and. cruelty to the]
stranger. Your comtnittee couceive there-
fore, that the State of Georgia can only re-|
lieve herself from the obnaxions churges
and denunciations that will be made uponj
her; by a firm dedided, & uriequivocal dis-
approba two of the conduct of the Guardin|
this “matter,’ by the Representatives of thel
people in their Législative capacity. "The |
! character and standing, whicli the - State
of Georgia has  always held amongst her
sister States, demauds, that upon thiss sub-

jeet, she should speak firmly and guickly.
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