Mr. CALIIOQUN.

FROM VHE AUGUSTA CUNSTITUTIONALIST, AUG. 23,

Mr. CaLuoun visited Athens during the com-
mencement of Franklin College. He was -
vited to a public dinner; he declined the nvi-
tattion. In his letter to the committce, compos-
ed of Messrs. A. S, Clayton, C. Dougherty, S. J.
Mays, G. H. Young, Asbury Hull, G. R. Clay-
ton, and Hines Holt, he exprgsses himself as
fullows, in rclation to internal improvement and
ratlroads in the South ;

‘* As to the act regulating the public deposites, I consider
it by lar the most fortutiate measure of the session. And here
lct me say, which is due to truth and justice, that, for the
suceess of this great and bweneficent measure, the countryis
srcatly indebted to the steady and firm co-operation of &
majority of the fricnds of the Administration in both 1lous-
es, Who proved, by their acts, that they preferred their coun-
try and its institutions to party attachment.

“J I mistake not, the passare of the measure is the com-
mencement ot a new political era. It will be resarded in
history as marking the termination of that Jong vibration
of our systemn towards consolidation, which lately threat-
encd the overthrow of our institutions, and the loss of our
liberty, and the commencement of its return to its true
confederated character, as it came from the hands ot its
{framers, |

‘““’I’here is one view of this important subject highly in-
teresting to the Southern Atlantic States, and especially to
this, which deserves notice. It will aflurd the means, if
properly applied, of opening our connexion with the vast
and fertile regions of the West, to the incaleulable advan-
tages of both them and us. We are in the rear of other
scctions in reference to internal improvement. Nature
scemed to place an insceparable barrier between the South-
ern Atlantic ports and the West; but a better knowledge
of the reography of the country, and the great advanpce of
the means of communication between distant parts, by rail-
roads, have, in the last ycar or two, opened new views of
prosperity for our scction. [Instead of being cut off from-
the vast commerce of the West, as had been supposcd, we
find, to our surprisc, that it is in our power, with proper.
cxertions, to turn its copious stream to our own porls. Just
at this importamt moment, when this new and brilliant
prospect is unfolding to our vicew, the deposite bill is about
to platc under the control of the States interested, ample
means of accomplishing, on the most extended and dura-
ble scale, a system of railroad communication, that, it ef-
fected, must chauge the social, political, and commercial
relations of the whole country, vastly to our benefit, but
without injuring other sections. INo State has a decper in-
terest in secing the system exccuted than Georgia. Her
position gives her great and commanding advantases in re-
ference to railroads ; more so, in my opinion, 1tTlan any
other State in the Union : and all that she wants to raise
her prosperity to the highest point, and place it upon the
most durable foundation, iz a wise and judicious applica-
tion of her means. Thouih possessed of less advantages,
[ feel confident I speak the sentiments of Carolina in say-
ing that she feels no envy at the superior advantages of
| Gieorgia, and that she will rcjoice to see them developed in
the fullest extent.  ‘That there may be a gencrous rivalry,
and n hearty disposition betwcen them to co-operate to the |
fullest extent, where their juint efforts may be of mutual
advantage, is my ardent desire; let us both bear in mind
that, thoush cach still may have its separate interest to a
certain extent, yet, as it regards other sectious, they bhoth
have a common interest, and that interest is to unite the
' Southern Atlantic by (he nearcst, cheapest, and best
 rontes, with the great bosom ef the Mississippi and its vust
ALributarics.”




