To PHILIP CLAY'mv Ef;uzrr, at prcfcnt'. |
L Clerk of the Infcrwr (.ourt jar R.,c,kmund' o
Count_}' - )

SHALL not apol«c)g:ze for any dcﬁcxencv |
of abilities, in venturing to anfwer your
lnfteflay,. the world will clearly comprehend,
that 1 2m not contending for literary fame,
even if T had talents to acquxre a rc:putatmn _
as a writer; my fole objet is truth, and the
fubjedt I aﬂ'crt in conmdut;on to you My,
| C'lx}wn 1s of a puslicmature 5 a caufe, which
~every mémber of the community is “deeply
interefted ;---the meft daring infraction of a-
legillative a&;towhich every man is apartv,"_l |
and rendercd the more. mfultmn- to- the.
_people, as the criiminal exulis in thc crime
not adomed with the «“pleafing flowers of
- fiftion,” but containing plain fadls, which
you have vainly attempted to vindicate, by
diverting the attention of your readers with. -
a detuil of extraneous incidents, ferving the .
good purpofe however of Cifcovering to the
pecpls, tiiat as you were obliged to r=fort to
t fuch low fhifts for a defence, and lad no.
othier fuirierfuce, 'my charge againt you
with refpect to extorting i yal fezs remains
uncoatroverted, and in full force againit
vou. = lt requir s caly 'a Little indultry and
attentien, with a moderate capacity to {tate
with 'prcciﬁon evident faéts, and 1o refure
B gumn fulichoods; in purfuance, therefors
| ofmy promife, I hull proceed to trace you
Uiroi, h all your turns "and windin. 25y and
i wlen { haie hulme.i you to the ahr’iing
e which, of alithevariety youare a can-
L didate for, vou feem to require “the ot
ray urmoit asehition will be gratided; and, |
] ihailthen 1race ¥Ou, a m“"mt_h')'x {*lh..Ltd‘ e
of human dej r2s iv---Happily for me, 1am
conficderaply relieved trom the ¢ \JL"L‘T'{EH&":II‘:,
LT might otherwile have made, when 1t 1s
known thiat IV antacenift 1sa gy op
| memory, and ’rlan.ilC:: the sare quality of re-
| meibering things, that weves A igpeasy for
among the BUIKerous ﬁwd?mrs that verc
| preica at the Cotice- hou:r, it ﬂ'upcara a lit-
tle I‘ro*)lt.mat icals that youfhould bBe the on-
|1y tr.u.1 ionitt ef fuch a2 doughiy traniaction ;
---v hecher true or L.l!e T am nm_x.._r no .1‘”-
| PT ;u nuou, Cu .)31'11 'm m 't' 0y a f}uf' Yool
anQ @ coro 7 iy NOY !hd“ I tzle furier aotice |
| of an affertion cmnmg trom a chiaricter, who
1 tlm re! t>u:t i3 un..mm v a {erious n futa-
tm'l | - | o 1
I never coulcl receive c;ﬂ:’ﬂit in CO*’itCm-_' f
plating cr expoling the r.fari: j{t:x"(}‘t any man, |
{ whatever T have taid or may fay veu have |
 fhaméefully - extoreed from -x.w,-"vOl' }#‘1
| truvelled out of your way, .calied jn the aid |
. of fdtion, and achrtcd thc moit e J.f!al)le, .
faifchoods to won nd mv Ieeh"“'”’S,r aﬂd Pr cba- |
~blv had the dirt bren throws br any & “er ]
- manbut. Clayifen it might Liave occaltoned @ |
: .-momenmry pmg, bl.‘lt Youy b:r, can. n"\res'
| injure me, and it was the greatelt errory that |
 could haveentered into vour imaginamion, to -f
. fug,mic Imou'r‘" {2, I wnncd an oppor.ua;-._: l

|




_- .-ltV to chaﬁlfe you, and thercb} makc you a
. drcent many ‘but.as it has been often .and re- ..
‘peatedly proved, -that no provocation, even .
- of the moft difgraceful kind could ever induce
[ you, to rifque-that precious plump. ‘carcafe
-of yours, in- the field of battle, it may be
~ thought a laudable deed, if fome perfon
| would fhow thejpeople theman unmafked, and
_ thereby work an azmendment in {ome other
 way--- Your hint to the thick fettled nelgh-:;

"-f:l -._'IIbOHIhOOd Of thc KlOkaS {hews your fnll
| ‘an’ ¢éminent degree, at the fame time it dlf-—-, |

. covers, a confummate dcgrcc of im fudcncc, -
o 1f they have fcreened murderers, an cmbr Qe
ed thle handsin the ‘blood of innocence; they

: l"_'wﬂl think - you a . pmpcr dictator for thcm,

.~ but if they are humane citizens, which every
| -charitable man muft fuppofe, they will look
- with contempt on you and your advice, and
treat me with refpc& or not, as I fhould
defcrve it in their ettimation. But on the con-
trary if the pcople of Richmond county will
| only rcﬂc& on your paft condu®, and open-
their ears to conviétion, they will have only
to ftruggle with pity and compaffion for a

1« hdplcfs family "’ to induce them to kCﬂP |

1 .jl.ave undersonea reformation---Indepenc

you in office---At the fame time you are giv-
ing Barbecues in the country for electionecs-
ing purpofes, feafting the honeft mechanicks
in town, cracking your pleafant. jokes, and
‘holding forth every fpecious allurement for
favour and popularity, do they know you
laugh them to fcorn as foon as their backs
are turned, and fpeak of them with fuch
contempt and infolence, that your words are
worfe than gall and bitternefs ;---muft they
be apprized you are at prefcnt ufing every
cxertion ; and trying cvery .mean artifice 1n
oppofinon to a young man, who is now ab-
{fent for his healhth, which was cnnﬁdcra‘al)"
impaired, by an mdcﬁxtwablc attention to
- the duties of his office ;---one who has beha-
ved with the utmoft propriety ;---and who,
tor ability, integrity, and refponfibility, is
~univerizlly acknowledged to be far fuperior
to you---1s 1t not marl-'cd even by your
beit friends, you have lately grown overbezr-
1ng, ahd {o infolent in office, that it 1s pain-
ful to do bufinefs' with you ;---that you have
forgot the hand that feeds yvou ;---that you
fro ]ucntl} afleme the pro'.mccs of Clerk
and judo", and are {o puffed and bloated by

| fucufs, that lmpudmw, and arrogance con-
joined, will foon tranfrer: vou into the mot
unbounded extracagance ;---that fluthed with
victory and trlumpllxng over all appenents,
in every inftance, except that of Treafurer,
when fuper:or ability ;rc"atlcd there woull
be no caufe for wonder, if yoar vanity and
.prcfumptmn fhould tempt you to be a candi-

~ date for Governor--.T fhall now requelt the
- attention of the people, wh:l{’fl{‘atc my rez-
~funs, why, I think Mr. Clayton totally un-
- worthy of tru't, and rendcred by his own
| .wickednefs, .unfit to hold any o%ice of profit |
- or honour, untjl his prmmplcs are Kno WAt /

. : of the barcf; iced charge of fourter‘n' m*llmga,;f

in the caft of H 1a ye's ok it Ni‘Kinnie, in-:
“ftead: of the lf-ff mm of feven, - which i is nadc:f"

- ',:,m the by of cofts, figned - with ‘his name,.

N madt.. 4 Lommon }rafhcc of m‘*

| in dcﬁ.mu: of tho exprcfa Jetter ¢t the law,
I have'in my pof"eﬂjon the moft clear and
| undouulw ¢vidicnice,  that f"lnlw C’a* ton hes
eIy 1n thm

1011 ;nto
. ‘ +

- .-uuqux:oua 1y ever ﬁmc h.IS c'-



-t'h" ofﬁcc whch be. nnw ho'lds, and thf‘ fb]-.T
Jowing ﬂatcmrnt will teftify 1t'tg tht: A rld ; ;o

. which' w¥_removed by confent

| nto ( oluma-_"'.
. ‘bia cnuntv, when the plamnr'f' apphcd for:

: the .papers;. ‘Mr. Clayton refufed to- df-lworf:;:
- them, uslefs he paid four pounds -for ‘cofts,

O Mr, W ondw'trd offcred to depofit a bond. of |

" Judge Stiih’s {or thirteen pounds.--until he
. could raife the money, which was refufed,
- Mr. Wendward  fuf] méhng the illegality of

- the charge * applied t6 the prefent Attorney. .
-(:cnem] and - told’ him thc circumfitancis,”

;',mr. hahu*r rm"llcd tha* (,l'ntn"; Was a2

dfmmd cfrfrandumrv nian and wrote to him. -

“in the mait.pofitive terms, to deliver the pa-

pcrs, “for that. four dolhrs, in additicn to'the

threc ‘which’he. had received, wereé all” the
._fevs he:was entitled to, and after Lhc rccc;pt"_'_'

f this letter, Mr. Clayvton gave up-the pa-
prrq, with rclu&nncv,; and [ecmcd Very un- -
1unlhngtn fubinitto a’ legal neceflity ;---from.

. this fiateinent; of whlclvlhave the moft futise
iaftrr} p"uof and can be puhl!(hcd if ‘Mr.

- Clavton ‘denids it ‘there'can be no-doubt |
rc.nammg, bur that. he meant to cheat M.
\Woodward in the fum. of two- pounds' feven
‘Ih ﬂmgs and four pelmt', had ‘not the tlmeI}t 5
Cinterference of hls counfel preve ented dte--
* Daaiel ! Tam, efquire, received ﬁnnlar treat--

_Toent, refpecting fees, and many are thein-
ﬁan(.cs, vhere artlefs countrvinen, who un-

fortunafrl} fell into thc clutches. of this ra-.

pmwm -}L:,undc'rcr, were arbltran]v, and un-

Ju.. tly ftripped and pillaged of their money,

~“under the ¢loak and. cnlour of law---In anfw-r

- to.my firft thﬂl’ﬂf‘, he comes forward, ‘with

“the :mpudcncc of a hardened culprit, Jr.u’t

1aunchi ing ‘from the cart, and tell ‘me, 1 firft

accufe htm, and then clear h:m, without
attempting even a fingle {yllzble in juftifica- .

“tion of his mnduét, and - in ‘gencral terins

pronounces with an air of deliance to a fup- -

poled waorld of ideots, that1 my picce centains
. neither truth, candour, or l'npdl‘tldlll\"'

nevertkelefs, I thall not ﬁv, nor do any thing

further for your conviction on paper, but
whenyou arrive at that honoracls goft which
1 defign for you, the magic operation of the
“pumber thirty-nine; will pcrform a wonder-

ful revcluticn---1t muft be recolicéied by

thefe who have read mv former publications,
- that although I never held you guilm,fa, yet
the refponfib liry appeared to be between the
court aad bar, but Mr. Clavton by his mock
defence has gloried in the att, aflumed with
pride all the guilt to himfelf, and for his vin.
dication has only abufed thie man, who has
flated his unjuitice to the public eye---
"Throughout this publication then, I have
never once called vou a har, or a villain,
however I migiit have proved you both, but
that I have convicted yvou of robben and
al{o-of feveral attempts towards it, is what
no perfon can doubt or deny---1 fhould now
mkr: my’ final leave of you, witha ferious
requeft, that you would, as all finners are
enjoined in that gnod old book, the bible,
tarn from your wiked ,wr:_-'f.'.f,,and do that
wiich 1s Liwpul and 7 ke, but for this airy
eyedition vou have m(.‘dltdtcd for me ;---nor
de [ in the leaft queftion vour fincerity, or
doubt vour jov at mv departure to a differ-
“ent region, when, you might revel in eale
and luum, up:n 1ll-gotrm pcl 5 and your
‘crimes to remain untold---But was thisa pro-
Jml of vour own, or was 1t the fanciful ex-
curfon of one of your ecientri k- aififiants ?
'Three to ane, 1s great odds at any weapon;

b T (hall comfort mvielf with. thn rt‘Hcétlon,

~that it I cannot bring you all to the chge,

I mav at lcaft efieét a coalition atthe poﬁ, .

where, with acrord, con er:y and ﬂrpu& cord,
TJuitice w 111 have her claims.
S R. DICK ENSON.

B It mav be obferved, ‘that althnucrh.

tlm Ptcce is dire@ted to M. Clayton, I have

occauondlly addreﬁcd m) fclf to. thc peoPIc




