COMMUNICATED. this b
ATHENS, 4th July, 1322, | theill
On Monday the 24th ult. the members of
Mount Vernon Lodge met in Athens, to
celebrate the anniversary of St. John the
Baptist. Atnoon they walked in prucession | el
grom their Masonic Hall to the College Cha- | .0
pel, where a and respectable as-|  rpe;
sembly liad convened, consisting of the citi- [ 3,
gens of the village and its vicinity, together :
with the officers of the College, the Acade- | ¢!
y, and the wembers of those institutions. no ord
iter sacred music and a prayer offered hy addre:
the President of the University, an eloguent | °™
and impressive vration was delivered by the | J!°HCS
HHon. Judge Clayton, admirably well adapt- \ by
ed to the occusion 5 of which the concluding (l’!"f’r
purt has been ubtained for publication, at the '_‘;,“".
@urnest request of many who heard it. 'b" 2
The members of the Masonic society then ro,he
%uuuedud to the site previously selected for | ""“"
the new College edifice, and, with the so- | wi
demnities usual on such occasions, laid the
corner-stone of that building, in the centre
af which were deposited the following witi- | ' &
ces, viz.: 1. A small fumily Bible. 2. Se-
veral specimens of the curient coins of our
country, 3. A glass cruet containing a sam-
ple of some of the most elegant manofac-
tares of the present day. 4. A scroll in
seribed with the date of the transaction, the
names of the President nréhe Unitea States,
the present Governer of the state of Geoi- |
gia, the President of the University, and the
Adaster of Mount Vernon Lodge. On tlie
exterior of the corner-stone, is the following
igseription, engraved in legible characters,
viz.: * By the liburality of the Legislate
of 1821, this edifice was erected.  The cor-
ner stone was laid on June 24th, 18622, A, L.
&3523, by Mount Vernon Lodge, at the re-
quest of the Teustees of the University of |
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“The last Legislature, with a munificence | tion «
that claims and must ever receive the unspa- prove
ring plandits of posterity, nade an ap- :
propriation to the full extent of what was | ficier
asked, for the ersction of a new College Edi- | purs
flce, at thisthe seat of learning—On thisday | the
we are about to lay its corner stone—the ce- | plaas
temony usual on sach occasions is solenn | cour
und affecting—it is a convention between ke | hary
Yiving aud the unborn, intended to unite the | fore
simple story of the present moment, with the | exist
chrouicle of future ages, ‘Thehandsand the | vidn
hearts ol those who are now employed in this | cont
smnxious rite will shortly, in the course of [ and
uature, be colder than the stone thuy lay ;| Witk
Yut this ceremony wiil impress upon 1t{ of jt
those qualitios calculated to perpetuate the | (he
strong sensations and tender sympathies of | Lall
this active crowd, and convoy to the gene- | The
Yous bosom, yetfin the clod, all those warn | iy,
emutions, all those ardent feelings, all those | by
yustloss palpitations that low fromthe moarns{ of n
ful memeuto of departed times.  There isno | [,
lass of our feelings more pleasingly intevest- | isira
Sng than those which are awakeoed by re- | cjull
tiospection ; and when an ohject, endeared | teris
2o a (ormer period by some conspicuous as- | bis
snhciations, is prosented to sur contemplation, | Lav
wo seem to have arrived at the spat where | yen
she past and the fulure mectto hold a silent | qual
Tatereourse, to interchange the embraces of oo
Yong absent alfection, to enjoy the softness of | we |
yaolancholy without irs anguish, and the se- | pai
yenity of memory without its veproaches.— | perl
“Phe desolations of time spare but few of ) suu:
“hese vare memuorials, and they stand scatter= | jal
«d in the gloomy waste ol its destruetive cur- prot
“Sent, Jilie the shivered trunls of some tapspest | of ¢
Wlasted (orest, at wide and solitary inteevals. § shoy
Here we are about 1o plant one of those re- | ¢o ¢/
yaembrances 3 the building, which will bel by
xrected over ity will coliect the bloom ol eve- | bl
wy pussing age, and they will shed around | (req
¥his monumental tale the ricir perfuma of
gratitude due to the generous deed,  How | jssy
often, whiletreading ithis consecraiad ground, | ey
and lingering over its artless legend, will] rie
they pourupon ts the pensive tribute of fond |ty
vecolleetion 7 How often will they stretch | 1ya)
vheir imaginations to this bustling scene, antt | 1o
inthe musings of alonely hour, sadly en-| of |
uire, where are all of its busy actors. | star
As (00g as our fice coutinues, it will in} pla
every period of time, be subject to the same ! <oy
passians and desires—=but the same hab- | Ly
sts and manners will not remain, these are | tria
ever changing with the varying circamstan- | anc
ces of man. The beautiful tokens which | eve
we this day deposit inthe bosom of this stone, | yn
sotended asa present for future generations, | a g
and exhibiting the indications of the gay | ac
and tasteful character of the age, may one | the
day excite the smule ol innocent but amusing | yo
speculation. If, however, they should serve | Jes
0 be the faithful missionaries of some bland | oy
allusion of useful import to those who shall | she
hereafier probe the secret, il tirey shall cher- | do
sl an aflection favorable ta the Lilerality | my
which has reared this edifice, and km(]h-,l att
from the glow of emulation, a Lindred senti- | he
ment betokening an increasing zeal for e | ca
progressive improvement of mental and | oy
physical science, we shall have il"tcf)llll-ll\h'\' th
il that conld be desired, and in that foud ! th
anticipation alone, mect a Just reward, : e
What theme is so sublime as that which | e
paints ta the vbjeet of this fabrie 2 When | i
we contemplate the present character of the |y
sworld for its learning and religion, the depth | w
of its' research, the dignity of its seience | ¢y
and the stately order of its eloquence, how !
Sbyious is the inference that posteriy will |
have committed to irs charge an awful re-, o
ponsibility. To support this character this | o
institution will be summaned to lend its aid, | o
and may we not indulge the pleasing revery *
that the part it is destined to bear will be | ¢
uplield with becoming vigor and distin-
rarished splendor, This stone \\'luc?n we are '}
depositing with s much solicitude, is emble- | 7§
matical of that coiner stone of Lterature , |
which may now be cid to be laid by the ¢
ctate in the establishment of this institution. | g
"Phe resowrces of Georgia, the mildness
of its government, the ferulity of its soil, the
sespectability of its growing population, 1ty ¢
genial climate and natural advantuges, «ll
sgem to demand the assertion, without a | -
Broach of decorum, (hat its sank i experis

Daxtract froman Orationdalivered 24th June
last, by Hon. A, S, Claywon, on the double
occasion of zelebrating a asonic festival,
and laying the corner stone of the new
College Edifice about to Le erected at
Athens,




mental and po]itica! knowledge, will be fr |

from being either contemptible or secondary.
Here will be collected its moral materials to
be fashioned and moulded by the skilful hand
of instruction, so as to oceupy with suitable
lustre, those important stations which it will
be its exalted pride and higher destiny to
maintain. Could we with prophetic vision
be permitted to explore tho extended raoge
of {uture time, what gladdening prospects
would arise to view, in the diversified rich-
ness ofthose philosophic treasures that shall
spring from this eventful era ? What an in-
tellectual landscape, arrayed in the verdant
garniture of taste, and gilded by the prismat-
1c tints of science, passes across the fiehl of
our mental perspective ! Let us unite in one
cominon and fervent orison to heaven that
this bright portraiture may not prove to be
thetllusion of an empty day-dream.”




