OUn Thursday Judge Clayton and Mr Senatod
Rerrien, the rey ives of the D thenian und
Phi Kappa Societies, dulivered orations in the Col-
lege Chapel. Judge Clayton spoke on the character
of The Statesman, aw connectad with our free in-
stitutions ; and in unfolding e views of the con-
stituents of his charucter, dwelt, at great length on
the article of Eloquence. Thinoll important constit

vent he held 1o be, when exhibited in ita !nghut ex-
cellence, the gift of nature 'The subject of M.
Berrien's oration was Eloguence ;—but he advocated
the opposite theory. ‘I'ne former prefarred the stern
majesty, abrupt i ity, und overwhel force
of the Grecian model :—the latter, the mild :“gnity.
calm peraunsiveness, captivating suavity and polished
elegance of the Roman. Each sustained his posi-
tions with powerful arguments, beautiful and appro-
printe illustrations, and rich---often magnificent ruag -
ery, extorting from & crowded audience frequent
bursta of applause  And each furnished, in his own
manner a happy practical illustration of the the-
ory he had wdopted.  Each of course had his admi-
rers, awarding the palm of excellence aceording as
the judgment nnd taste of the auditor correspond.ng
with the theory, and the manner of sustaining i,
adopted by the orator.  Though the conclusions as o
the superiority of the orators, one over the other,
waere thus diverse, yet the sentiment was universal,
that both wure exeellent in their rospective spheres,
and that the exhibition they gave of their powers and
attainments was honorable, in the highest degree, not
only to the Societies of which they are members, but
also to the State of which they are distinguished citi-
zens.




