| To the Bditor of the Athenlan.

Me Spuaw—1 fined a report in cireulation,
B 1 bt pefused a warran to O Montgom-
ery, the Dudin Agent the objeet o which was
1o remove vevtn inicaders from the Todian
Tads now engaged i diggoge gold 5 upon the
gronnd that they were Jusiifie 1 in their con
Cluet. "This report is very crraneous, and as
‘m calealated to involve many ol our good en
izens i ditticalty, and oceasion thew e com
‘ mitaces of pupropriety, | hes leave to corree

it theough vour paper,

O tae fest morning of 1l Court, the agent
mformed e that a respectable geotieman of
that eannty, wha was cancerned n the ahove
husiness, ad agreed, upon bhemng requirad 1o

tion, ta subinit the matter to my de-
ed | would issue a wurrant, and
determina the question upon the valility of the
intercourse law. 1replied 1o the Agent. if he
wonld lenve it o my individual opinion, I would
nave no difficulty in snying the gentleman was
weong. and that he and all others ought to
leave the nation  But 1 stated | could not eons
seientiously support, o1 attempt by my official
“acts to eurry iuto effect, any Lo, that took from




the state of Georgia one parlicle of i
tion or sovereignty. ‘T'hat it wns an early innt-
tention to rights like these, that had indoced
the General Government to draw to itself, so
many powers that do not rightfully belong to
it, and which will finally overwhelin the states
if not firmly opposed. | stated that all the ter
ritory within the chartered limita of Georgin
tielonged to har, except such as hiad been le

gally dizposed of, and consequently, ns territo
ry and jurisdiction nre inscparable, all the peo-
le, within that territory, were subject 10 her
juriadiction, that there was no difference be
tween the whites who held their Innds in fee,
and the Inlinng who held theirs by permission,
fur o difference of tenure coulil mnke no possi-
bla difference in pulitieal condition. 'That in
relation to the Indians on this territory, the
General Govarnment held but one single right,
and the identienl same right they held in ra-
lation to the citizans of the other part of the
«tnte, and precisely in the same manner, for
they were fonad sile by side in the Faderal
Constitution, viz: *to regulate commaree
vnong the states and with the Indian tribes.”
Thatif thie clanse was expungal from the con-
stitution, o far ns that instrument is covsidered
ol authority, it would leave the General
Government as wliolly and essentially withand
*| paroer in reference to Indinns in this state, s 1
- % in regard to our slaves,  Tha L wasuta loss
V| to pereeive how it was possible to - construe n
* | power to regilate conmerce ino n bower to pun-
| ish sitiple naked teespassss, 1ot
ted with that subjeer, the prevs
| | exelusively belonged to the state of Gueorgi
1T did not believe that any one, he his inficin
of mind whatitooghr f i lelthut the hare ex
ereisa of reason, conld honestly come to 1he
conelusion that merely go'ng into the nrtion,
n | or while there, the cutting down nhee tree, the
Killing adeer, the surveying or tlling ot i,
¥ or the digging of gold, were acts propedy and
l'. Iegitimately within the range of comms
] pagntntion, as Known aml received by the ¢
A nercial worlld, 1 they aree, then T pranaune
that there is no regulainon which may not by
wranched within such a limitless constraetion,
amd na the very smine power extendsiothe oth

Y| er part of the state follows that the whole
= | tarritory and juvisdiction of Georgin mny e
€| offectually lost to lier by the mers apecatinn of
commereinl lnws,  That erisis had oot yerar
I-1 rived, nnd though ir was appronching auld per

haps in viow, yet there was on thut account the
greater necessity on iy part to withliold ail
aid from any movemernt tendiug tosucha den-
recated result,

Istated explicitly, that the gold (diggers wers
wrong and ought to eone nway, bhut it was ny
on another proneiple, thet the land blong v
all the good peaple of Georgin, in common, and
noone had A pight to go there mind o) it in
any manner, natl a'l coull by law, he preeont-
tedd to do the samee thing  That the prematare
occupaney of the tervitory, hy same, where all
had o right, nfforded o pretest o persons of
other states 15 tike the snme liberety, and indi-
Vo viduals from at least four states, were there
rohling the citizens of Geoargia of theie fatuce
interusts,

I stated further, it the Taterconise fnw (did
certainly forbid snch A teaspass, and that the
Federal Court had tha execution of this law,
and whatever mught be my opinion, it 4}
by nny menns affect that tribunal 3 and that the
per«ons were running geeat risk,
consequenses of a trial of the gqu
a conrty that had uniformly enfurced the o,
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