


1. Resoloed, That the membm of this Socmty are under the most welghty obl:-

gations to thehonarable Avgustin S. Clayton, for the profound and masterly ad-
drees delivered before thein, and o large assembly of thecitizens of Georgia., at Lhe

cIoae of the last annual commencement.

" 2. Resolved, That in consequence of the solidity aud weight of mntter whxch
that address containg, the purity and vigour of the style, to say nething of the ap-
probu.hon and applause with which the address was reecived, we feel sofo in adopt-
ing it oas model, and in recommending it as such to others.

3. Resoloed, That &3 webelieve it will be read with pleasure and benefit by any
friend to liternture, & committes of three be appointed to present the thanks ofthis
body to Judge Clzyto:z, and roquest a ¢opy of his addresg for pubi:cmon.

7 ]?leuse prcsént me to the Society with a most kvely sensé of. gratntude for the
marked and repeated instances of respect. thh which t.hoylmve honored me, und

Measrs. H!:‘m‘! C. LEa,
WiLrriam Wikxs, |
- 'N. M. Cnnwronb
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 prosperity. all was harmony, is now one wide scene of q,pgi‘y"td‘m"t.:lr,‘

Sttcinan saars o v o dnoned oty 06 e

“mesfy.of that chardcter there has succeeded: the most miserabl

+ fitution of principle, ag well ag the'miost ruinoils pery Ksio
mont,” - e

Chathams,’ Camidens; Burkes, F\ wes, Taggk ‘
theold world, and the: Washingtons, - Franklins, He
‘Pinckneys, Jeffersons and Madisons of the new, have passed away.
The' elevated feelings. of the statesman, the high-minded  prineip)
of the patriot, and that ardent devotion to the caus tof liberty’a
rights of man, which shed such peculiar lustre, on'the close of
last and the beginning of the present century, have all given way:
the hlighting passion of speculation. Nations, once guided by:sci;
ence and intellect, and which shone with a splendour wnknowsi
former ages, have gone down behind the smoké and:steam of M

dans” of

nafactures, fit emblems of the genius that directs. affiirs, and éver;
thing presents the somhre hue of engiges and furnaces

All Europe at tbis very moment, and particularly the ‘country
from which we sprung, is in the hands of less systemn and ability than
is to be found in the management of a well ordered corporation

But our own country presents the most cheerless picture. We have
lately heen looseced from the grasp of a political monster; and have
escaped anly with 2 bare existence. We have witneased fifteen mily
lions of pedpls heretofore bappy and contented, passiog:from undef
the operation of 'a wild experiment, in which every thing has been
suffered that passion enuld inflict, avarice exact, or ignorance deform.
The nationa) councils have broken up in a terper of reckless selfs
will, that has sent a tremor to the 'very heart of this nation. . ‘Tha
fairest portion of the world that God evefsmiled upon, has been feft
agitated. to its centre; the place where before alj was peace, all wap

raucorous jealousy and restless, discontent. . Whak country wasever -




iwere. mtolltgence, wealt.h and teﬁnemeot more tapldly 'merea.s{u‘g,'?

~xmitil the  visionary. pro;ect of :making a"nation of weavers maddenod

ophe, pregnant with .every”tbing “but safety. -~

.. the -future hopes,..of Georgla, emboldens meeto subrnit. to the:neﬂee-
A-f 'on a-subject intimately connected with the above rema:ks and’ one
awhlch as they love their country, may one day or other occupy thezr
: most lively concern and profoundest.thonght. - WaaT 18 ‘NECESYARY
70, CONSTITUTE <A STATESMAN 2 In answering this question, 1 de
Iy not mean to déscant upon the moral requisites of that. character.
.will notso trifle with the good sense and virtue of this enlightened
" audlence, as by gravely stating that honesty, patrlotmm, disinterested-

ness, ‘and_good: brecding, are essential to the statesmoan, notwith-

etandmg late events might seem to falsify such 1 position. -

- My object is to designate the literary studies, above all the rest,

besj. calculated to form the Statesman, and withouta thorough know~
-.ledge of which {(in great modesty 1 gpeak it) no man is prepared to
- discharge the eventful duties of that station. These studies are but

few, as all ought to be where one exclusive object is desired. The
. man who hopes to succeed in any profession, must berd to it the un-
- divided powers of his mind. Mind, like matter, losesits strength by

-extlarging its limits; and thousands are the instances in which intellect

bas lost its vigour by being spread over too wide a-surface. All

ore. familiar with the energy of concentrated light;' the whole lustre

of noonday is impotent when compared with the “fervour of the radi-
ant focus. Even the sturdy .vigour of mietals is weakened, nay
destroyed by extension; and the massy and immoveable ore. itself
- may be stretched out until it crurables with its own frailty, and be-
comes the proud trophy of 2 breath. . So with the mind-—it may
-reach over the whole illimitable field of science, sparkling with the
splendour and variety.of its hues, but, hke the. glatte; o!' gold leaf; it

ithe statesmen of America? - And what has beén the conseque nco,
h.s wayward mfatua.tmn? All that was.proud i in sentxment, lofty_’l
: chara.cter, and dignified in councxl, have been gwen up to- drapérs
~apd- Wools‘l.apiers, and we are'now drifting £6 some unknowu eatas-

The:relation in which I stapd -to:the. Soamty who have conferrod_ -
“upon me such-a distinguished mark of their partiality,’ and who, with”
then'rwnl brethren of the other most. respecta“ble assoc;atnon,constlmte ’

N

.
ignorant of hls own and otber “countries” résure

‘ sext by nght. ' ‘-}1.‘. e =

" comesas 1mportant to know and understand them in that: relatton a..uf‘ :

the best mterests ot" the la.nd or‘ ;~s‘o w"[i'ul’lyl

Tn Eommunities, it is as essenhal to’ understa.nd thét 0}
racter as among individuals ; they] have the'sapie vocabalary
and virtues, Weak, strong, amhitiots, cunning and .designing,
just as well understood by’ them -as among’ a’set: ofsordid-
facturtrs. No one believes’ that nations: canlive: mdepende
each: other any more ‘than individuals, unless indeed Sumi
wool-grower or cotton-wedver, from the peculiar nature of his inte
est,and the opportunity which he sometimés has of' votmg 15 ith
vour in the national Legislature, may entertain soch'a fanciful ig

The social character of man is not bounded by his ﬁres:de,-
neighbourhood, or even his country; it réaches” to evety: region;of
the world, to which impelled, either by want or’ mclm:mon, ‘heima;
choose to ramble.  If the fowls of the air; the beasts of the forests,
and the inhabitants of the sea, may roam whera'they planse, in search.
of happiness, itis not tos much to.claim the same natarai’ right’ for,
an intellectual mind, organized with larger powers and.; capaemes*
to realize and enjoy the objects of its pursuit. This-gocial character
ig necessarily irnparted to society, and igibues it with all its proper-
ties. ‘Nationg are at last but so many . onpited individusls, and it be -

euch was standmg out and’ acnng on lns*own responmhlhty




“alone by that boundary, _hough ke rs_th'
¢y and convemence may sometuhes hixa 't6.a:p:

be does ot thereby forfe:t his nght to ‘the rest of the created bou.n-
tyof Heaven- and it is ‘his “privilege,

‘ xonabIe a5 i3 the doctnne, to carry with himy | the ﬁ'ult.o of]

his interest. That Legxslatlon which atter

h'lS“ property, any ﬁmher than it contributes to their protectxon in the

nest purpose 6f aovemment, is mcked because'it is tyranmcal is®

: nfamous, because it is perfidious. That legislation which deprives’
one mian of his| nght to benefit another i In his: private capacity,. js an
" actof plunder:; and Just]y places the mJured party in the attitude of
unqualified resistance.  For if.it is the watural right of man to pro-
_ tect.hlmself and his property from the robber or pirate, it is equally
his- ng‘ht t6 do s agrainst his government if'it falls upen him in either
of those characters and that government that takes fro
givé to"another for h:s individual advantage, does. filch or force @
n’ght, and, Tike other pu'ates, is safo only, against a just r'etribution,‘
inthe strength of its own arm.: ~
The drversxty of mind ind matter to be found in the world, the

differenco in gonius nnd soil, can neyer be equahzed by human la.ws :
God hxmself never mtended it :

.- “Order is Nature's firgt Iaw, and.this cdnfess’d;
Soma are, and must be, greater than the rest” ’

All homan efforts’ then, to counteract th:s natural mequahty m
soil, ¢limate ard intellect, isds idle as: rt is’ .presumptuous. What

~would be thonght of thut- Leglslature, wh'rch- should declare by & 80~

I,'for they are-?_
ture‘of circums:. .

whenever it pleases “hiza, Bot .
only to’ convey hxmse!f' to any otﬁer Tegion ‘of the. grobn,,bux, unfashe

his : labour, :
tobe: dmposed of ashein his best’ Judgment may think best snijted to

pts, to restram a man,’ or-

m one man to .

have beenthe'‘efforts ' ¢f the immigrtal sages o
They Lave not. declaret.’_t T ¢
fact, but they have- gravelytaken ‘_upon‘
Jects 1esulting from: these. dtvers:.tzes. .
prize of commerce, you:are. out-stnppm jthe plod‘
agnculture, -share thh hera p
to the mereha.nt, dxvxde you_r

protecuon of all our mterests, to the humble; pursults' 0
Industry.” To tbe South, : yield up u part ofthe. productl ,
fruitful sml to the barren hills and crowded populat:on of; the:
bestow a portion &f the fruits of your gemal chmate on the' m
tile soil (hough chilling damps of the West. Aod thus joil, clima
and intellect, have become the subjects. ofleglsh.ﬁon a.ndt
estimable gifts of Heavenhave been clutched by-the rapaclous
of qpecu]atlon, which’ uniting a’ want of honesty* toa total'i igmi
of their infinite combmahons, their varied relationsjand’ m‘ultxph
terests, is'planging the whole political establxshment into
hopeless ruin.  Men are considered by these, peerless stite
mere machines, and the various capacities with which they b
gified by a benevolent Creator are to be oved gnd. du:ectea
God in his goodness has mtended ‘Bat, as they, in- the:r bette Wise
,dom may order’and appomt. . T e

~This country for the last.ejght years bns been scouraed byasp
cies of bhndfo]d Ieﬂlslahon, and fettered with a pohcy,whoee resn'[t

are all confusmn, without’ system, wnthoutp riotism, thont .princ

ple ; and’ every thmg 1s guided by an aager and insatia le s
B




Seen Washmgton, wmdmg up the destmy of the government -
‘olunomzxng its whole relatjons (before prosperoua beyond exdmple, )

‘ attachmems of the- peop?e for their consntutmn, destroymo' their po-
itical Affections for each-other; overtummg pubhc and private'confit
,wdenc"_', and all to introduce a system’ tending to- personal aggrandrze-
Cmoent, doubtful in.its reault, selfish in its obJect limited in its ef-
fects; pamal in its ope.ranofn, unjust; Jn-principle;:and. herefore dis-
i honest in praetu.e- It-has blighted the most -efficient révenue, wi
. _thered the most’ flourishing staples of the land, diminiched the most
rosperous commerce, paralyzed tbe naval arm of defence, and sur-
rendered to other countries those patoral and physical advantaﬂes
which were rap:d]y conduefing the Union to the' loftiest aummit of
g]ory A few more Tarirrs, and that ever memorable day so dear
13 freemen, which ce]ebrntes the undymcr punc:ples of the revolu-
tiony will be found only among the curious subJects of'alerrend or in
the mournful stories of tradmon.

" Tean but glance at the treasures.of Geography. My t]rne would
r.,-ﬁu] me to exbibit its varied as well as extended usefulness. I can
only invite your minds to some general reflections on the subject,
closing it with this remark, that Geocrraphy describes the Home of
an, and you all know what are the infinite ties belonging to that en-
- dearing namie. It is the centre of his affections, the seat of his ope-
: ra.tlons, the council chamber of his designs, the magazipe of his re-
sources, and the armory of his defence; to know which, as long as
L .co.:ntrles.mterchanrre mutual favors-and are subject to mutual. drs—
.contents, ‘should be the unwearied object of the student, whether
lookrng to the arduous trial of public service, or the humbler though
softened duties of pnvate life.

e But History displays = ncher mine to the Statesman. As the for-
mer related to the material concerns, so this study refers to thc mor-

al condition ofimans As Geography developes his pbysrca] resour- .

ces, History reveals his moral powers. 'The first relates to things,
the last to thoughts; the one exhibits his domain, the other . -his ‘de-
- *' signs. History is a long story of misfortune; it is the tale of a being
s7ho has entered upon existence under apo. ICBS caIamrty, than the

-

turbing firm- .and - long-established “prmc:plee; dlSquelmﬂ' ‘the '

. render the: dlstmctlon

and did- we._not stand 1_1 ,

11
Ioncrmfr t6°the stabllrty of 1 lcason. Hrstory is the 8
motives ;°rightly to understand whxch ‘opens to the statesman
tbousand secrets of humnn conduct qo of'ten the sub_]ect of h1

that disturb. the Tepose of wovernmentb, a.nd f'ortlﬁed anmnst. those:
temptations, from within, that betray from duty. - - —‘M‘_, :
Hrstory is the sepulchre of ¢rime,” over which the stqdent may
bend in pensive  contemplation, and read its epitaph-in- chamcters ‘of
bleod. He may pour out the current of his sympatbxes upon that ob-'
ject, which, extortion has bruised—upon that poverty;: vrhlch penury :
has wrung—upon that-want, which wealth has oppressed-—upon that
character, which slander hias mannled——upon that innocence, which -
seduction has-murdered—upon that unspspecting’ conﬁdence and -
virtue, which mtempera.nce bas betrayed and’ destroyed L-And rising -
fromthese pnvate m!serles, he may vent’ hlS ” rrne& over those’hber-f ‘
ties of man, which t;,rants have crushe‘ : A those r:rrhts, wh1ch




: subverted its governments, and by,.ﬁ_;e an'd,sw
f, ‘commmgled blood ang tears,, <

rord ope'ned ‘e
; ﬂtreammg through every: at!‘e'”
retiring from this Zloomy:. scene,: be; ‘may léarg”. wmdom from a
;::hedneSs which the hand of time: bas. soothed, and the; grave has
ng since quleted by warnng against; those restless elements’ that
sver threaten its recurrence. .~ v :
-The student af H.lstory, in the shade of: ’hls clo;ster, may go'to
“every age and nafion for eounsel ‘may ‘consult what character he
. pleases for information. - He may take any ‘of the thousand tracks
-, ~that lead back 1o times long gone by, and ffom’ the right and left of
hls joutney learn wisdom - from the tnumph of virtue, or experience
_from tbe treachery of vice—he may stop here to be -exhilirated by

--4. o v

— thete to’ deplore the-desolated ruin which guilty passion hasleft upon
the field of his excursion. -From one he may listen to the anguish-
mgﬂstorv of misfortune, from amother he may be refreshed by the re-
splendent feats of chivalry. ' From the Divine he may be warned of
the doubtful and faithless path .of life, strewed . at_ intervals with
_flowers to deceive,and every where spread with dangers to destrov.
- From the Philosopher he may be schooled against the blandishments
of fame, the. allurements of ofﬁee, and the seductions of wealth.
" From the Warrior he may receive the mournful monition that the
- blood-stained garland may delight the mob, but can .never smootk
“the brow upon which it rests—may fling  an admiring world into
phtenzy, but-cannot subdue one inward agitation. From the States-
"man, his lessons will be rich and profound. This cbaracter will ex-
pIam 1o him the bidden springs of actian, that commenced, continu-
- ed and closed the mighty tempests of revolutions,—how states have
risen, .beamed in their noon-day glory, and then- sunk behind the
clouds of oblivion—how the rights of man have béen the sport of ty-
* rants—how' an easy. and deluded people have passed from =zge
to age, r.hrouoh a Iono succession of despots; the. alternate: .blood-
drenched dupes of civil rage and rel:gnous b;gou'y—how at long-and

the, ach;levement of noble pirposes hy noble deeds,and he may linger.

I come “now fo the sub_]ect of “Oratory,'tl
Decessary to the Statesman, 1 have once before,my fellow mem |
addressed you excluswely on this- toptc, and. as it xe one not "only .
‘suited'to the chardcter of the statesman, bat thar. of the’ la.Wy dw
divine, in which’ stanona many of you I trust are’ destined 1o, ﬁgure i
with great dxstmctmn, 1 shall receive your lndulnrence if ‘a sense. of
.service to you ‘should induce me to repeat some of' the i weas d opk
that occasion. .

Oratory, when attenr.wely considered, is extremely curlous' and I
have my douhts whether it has ever been properly - understood 0] at
“least subjected to correot and mfalhble rules.. . The first obwoue._
.vision of the subject is’ ‘into Eloquencc -and Omtory, and the.formér
‘may again be divided into Eloguence with,, and quumce w1thout
words. ¢ Between Eloguence and. Oratory.there.is the seme- dis- .
tinction as between nature.and art : the former can never be pe:vert- :
ed to apy base purpose; it always speaks truth _the . latter will as .
easily serve the cause of falsehood as of trath.” The. ﬁrst isa pow-
er so completely and excluswely dependent i upon passion for its suc-

cessful effect, that the more it'is scientifically. cultivated, the, more it -
dwindles. . Feeling can. never _be . trained.. . When—connected with
Jlanguage, the shn'htest conceivable shade of art or affectation will dis-
solve its spell, and all the after efforts of tbe spcakex w;ll be vain. eed
:ueﬁicnent o




ore inexorable power
esin.the counténance, g £
om; plead ‘and ieplore in'the gesbize,
is the utterance of 2 single “sylable; the
vifl kindle_with the samq rapture as that of
exever the orator goes; he will. weep and
is; compassiofs, rage’ with “his ‘resente

3 tremble dn.his tempests, and thenull with
alms, . His breast. will, catch the Passing spark, and inflarse
With an acdour t,hn;izé,c_a,nnotésu_b,d,ug,;gpd;pggt,eiim's-gf{-l-des‘crigtion:
at 6ne,mrimen_t¢i; glows.upon the, cheek, and ravishes. with. delight;
. 8t another it substitutes the paleness of death, and agomizes iwith
" despair. . 1 might leave the,truth of this. remark to ¥our own experi-
ence, but facts are always interesting . when they come to support or
Hlustrate a prineiple. The___spgech]ess;elgqhgncgi,.pﬁ.one “who has
Jost.a beloved and valued friend, and is ‘beading over the bereavement
in the anguish of grief, indicated by the gushing heart, {the streaming

. €yes;and sobbing bosom, utters a veice of deeper woe, and penetraios
a sympatbising breast with keeger emotion,
which art can prompt, charg :

thaa all ‘the language
t ed with studied exclemation, or bursting
Jnto the wildest strains. The power.of this kind of eloquence is the.
most resistless, it iz the most rapid and transporting in its effect.

Under its inﬂu_gnce the mind never stops to consider, bet*Ween,its
cause and effect there is on}

y the flash of electricity. It has often
produced revolutions in states, and then itnets like a conflagration.
When Junius Brutus flung bimself out of the house of Celatinus with
the self-murdered kody. of the fair Lucretia, and presented to the
multitude the haggard aspect of so much innocence, the ravaged
form of so much beauty, the rifled treasure of so mueh virtue, it
breathed an eloquence unknown to the debates of Senates or the dis~
plays of science, that sprung all Rome into.a fountain of tears, and

preduced a paroxism of vengeance that .ended only in .the atter de-

molition of the government. o g .

- All persons do not feél alike upder the same exertions of oratory,
and while some are chilled with indifference, others ‘are glowing with'
extacy, or dissolved in grief. . Have You never; -from the dull and:
abortive efforts of a:speaker, turned upon his audience, and fromthe
rocking body -and Awimming eye of one whose heart has been

tivating power 520 d t!

to'thiséiécfes:‘?f‘s“-e“‘"E}I?q"ipige’al:ég:u ‘do-not understand: "3
‘Bo-addresses you 1ia ROZUAZEFAL. - fishineand ca
ator who. a s'sesg:.‘ a0 emincat deares; gh“rs..:;_astgm_s:hmf, gL
e s and ’rlllolli'gﬁj'-they- use:a~janguage perfectly unin fion

: Nl e et our:eaze is-oft
aible. delivered free fromidll 1be. dév tees ;f;:;s’;?;:’e?-:r dour whic
BIDCs . on-the stropgand 1mpass - S
: by magic,upon-t YO o bles apon:
nvetf-edif :Sm t}}:eiraemye:*ﬂashes:from- their;countenance, .trel:;ve‘ afctir?oﬁ
bea:ms ttremnce and bounds from their quick and I’IHP"":5 on~literai';a' ;
tsbe" -‘:1'1 [eaard,to orations Gelivered in the dead languag

[ ] .

K P ir meaninir; if the!
sions, (o 2n audience entirely igriorant of their s :
occa; t

i is s feel it-=they can=:
Orator feels his subject, hie will make bis bearers fee Y. C
not get away from hir.

. The great sécret of Eloguen
and when this swells with an'unal

ce is, to feel; and to feel stroniglys- .
ffected force, and flows ina ;ur—
- 2= Y O 10en=. -
‘ 1 nd his audience become s e
d natural, the Orator and e heart: boave
rfmt de;‘: ﬁhey beat? with one p’ulse,-%hrob with ‘anlgf‘ltesao_ 11h'at M
“f:lea, abosoni ‘and'dissole with ‘the same seneit U-I‘)G ith their
w.thf:(r:l?c ith ;he{r' smiles, sport’ mth..thqrr: rear?,t 5 :zery pissio
cfltn fire their hatred, and indeed enslave themd {he position, that
p ).Gh be himself displays. 1 have not advanced ! tpr with ahy
wmiﬂ are oot necessary 1o the character of true, grziin):fpurposes%;.
?v:;nfi'on of leaving the impression that its grtl].? l&:?se bMy object is
lx:]my be accomplished without them. tf&:'e‘;ﬁ‘j; through which the.
. hassion - e S N
j this idea, that passion 1S the Ve . far energy to
ionc;:;.v:eymusiz be v’fented; and ttfft:tis gives a f?s:.::l;al::ss'\ion to}‘:;he'
anguag St hody,.force. of ex ©
i ttitudes to the hody, ‘ low
the delivery, Vanedfa nich coter into' the wpnderful effect of Eth
all of v udied ‘and- understood. as'the

countenance,
quence, and are as hecessary to-be &t




ddisll and vipid’ enunbiation,
frozen-up‘againist all inflience from their othe
characters: But:let thése sade “principles;
their-inferior, in point of ‘trith, “sentiment or-
th .sf:foﬁg—and.mighty energiés of faeling, and e’ rapid
gry blaze of éleetricity; they will stiike'at &véry discharge
overy flash, and rive’ at<every. peal.™ “Ehis' '
from every field in which-oratory flouristies, but inhone so¢onspicus’
ously-as from the polpit. * Often have you seén'a genius risein tl}ﬂ.t
place with the most cultivated-mind, the most classic taste; the most
refined.and practised judgment; but iwhase: imaginalion, waii and:
meagre, has been withered in-the -shade of ‘a-College; the fires of
"whose fancy have beer extinguished by the ralésof art, or smother.
.ed in'the cold restraints of rhetoric: He essays ‘for a' moment to
glimmer upon you in the'twilight of “careful arrangement, or wirm
you by the cautious method of the'schools—but all'in vain; you fall
asleep in ‘the wintry night of his long-drawn inferénces, or freeze into
torpor by the chilling frosts of his logic. But let a true toreh of
oratory kindle upon that same elevatjon, whose native Zenius has
_ ot been trimmed down hy systematic discipline, awed by the frowns
~ of syntax, blunted by the lashings of criticism,~—whose intellect has
not been. overlonded by the himbeér of learning, stifferied by the
pride of scholastic pedantry, or inflated by the importance of self:
WrApt greatness,—and it -will play around you with its lamhent
point, now encircling you' with its flame, then scorching you with ite
‘fire, until every feeling is in alarm, and every ncrve is in agony.
"There is a signal event in history, ‘rendered famous as well as
-familiar by the magic touches of an immortal poety which illustrates
the three orders of oratory I have attempted to define. Afier Julius
Casar was slaiu; and Marcus :Brutus had assembled the people to
account for-the deed, he ascé‘f&éﬁhe rostrum, arid casting his eyes
over the immepnse multitude, he beheld a stroug,' troubled and undu-
Tating concourse—All* was anxiety—The event had produced a
tremulous- ‘sensation ‘througnout all ranks—there was a death-like

ry discl blast at
fact 1s often lastrated

G

2, short; obstructed: br
ur - struggling .« for ;vent
:‘out_.!;_in‘t_‘o‘

pal'ehess‘rl,; upon,. every .cqg:;tg :
, R
every ‘bosom,—a restiess -l
through' the eager crowd, and.-was.about-to break
- 3 ‘-'_ . n AN . 1!‘. ot R
when- Brutus stretched fg_;tl'li]?i?-r;a‘ n;-20
blood up to, the eibow,.and his:dagger.

crimson dye, yot. his god-like firmpess. awed l@l}g-x_x;x_:lj;i_pudeﬁmtq_ﬂ b
stillness of * death. - You all kp?w,wx-‘t; ;wbgp : ?;i]gStz""{-";i;!os.-
menééd,éhbiv- ke .swelled t.hg“ tide. .of‘_:‘;h}s.«,o‘\’-.’:ne _99!’:,..,5?..1;“3
how he lifted the strong passions of his hearers t!p.qhu_ ! :e]'te" e wide
cﬁfr‘ent',-éhotv they drifted togethe?r;,hxs gyr_:e,,,tlgp'ug{__ir_n;e; diniply
beamed through-’?ghg failing tear. g,vxth_conaca_ot%s reeti ; t::i'éfy. e
countenance rose superior to’ every fear, aad :Qc.l:ﬂ,ﬁ_ﬁw nreﬁtﬁés.; Y.
R ey g (e
i cloquence itself sufficient to.ha ead bis ¢
E::i, :eai:ite?i_ a strain of impressive language, u}ter;a:é;r; s:;te;x:ﬁz_
short, energetic and sincere, and,whenfbe came tt;_-;_ s ﬁ'an};- |
enauiies e ne Sodb‘;se: tTPVal"lt wci.,: l:et:': :o ::de, )tba‘t -Wuuld:' I
speak ; for him have I offended. 0 1 ﬂ'endeﬂ  Tiods .
not be a Roman? If any, speak‘r‘; for him havel o 1; uols
here so. vile, that wilt not.love bis country ?  If any, spea .:m i
ve Y offended. . I pause for a reply.”- The.who}e, movi g ‘
::e?};a.d with one breath and excla;meﬂc'il"dntiini,lli‘lzr;?:} 23:2&.0:;: .
when he replied “then none have 1 offended,”™ oneer
i inations .ceive what cannot be described, the effect of t!
:::lil:ﬁ'?i?::at:p:z[lf.&t the szme time .imploring. the great ,.Rbul:_a: .
of the destir;:ies of this country to Suﬁ'e?r the occz.zsxo‘n te D:;S:ti rzfés
which the same address, f'rom-hits Q;me;;;p;h;:ﬁ;i :z ﬁiberﬁes?
aughtered iny ‘
mayTb:ism::eeez‘;xe;; ;?-I?Etusslavl;:s Elaquence with words. But when
Anthony, by the permission of Br}nus, mounted th; t:;a.meﬁf-:::'::
station, and addressed the same agitated .crowii, mark: eb ef o
oratory as an art- With the most pensive air he ros; -e Oll-leéart
multitude : deep humility pervaded every fea.tu‘re; the heavy th;
the languid eye, the weeping aspect, the feverls'h coflntena:;;e}aial o
faltering tongue, all bespoke the most lowly resESna.uon___to tho fors” .
deed that had been dene ; he broke upon them 1n an accen o
most dissolving pity- 1 come to bury Cmsa::,,not- to pr;lstec nti
This was enough to disarm the Lhrong of halfits rage. . uof?i e i
winding himself around their comp?.ssxon, under *he g;l:%aasa?@
sincerity, he would frequently exclaim, “ Brutus says tha
’ c
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' ¢_;;§p;biti9};s, and Brutusis an 'honqrab]e‘ma.n?;” then recounting what
" ~Cgsar had dore, arraying before them his military- achievements,
a subject which the people of all ages have admired in perfect deli-

"

wept : ambition should.be made of sterner stuff.” - .St} watching the
changing countenanees and quivering .lips of his easy -and. yielding
listeners, would tell how Czsar loved-th em, how he refused a crown
which had been thrice offered him, saying “ was this ambition? I
speak not to disprove what Bratus says, for Brutas is an- honorable
man.” - Then urging the great disinterestedness of "Crsar, remind-
ing them how once they loved him, 2nd “ why should they not mourn
for hitn now 1 he suddenly melts into an affected strain of sorrow,
and with trembling accent cries “ my heart isn the coffin there with
Casar, and I'must pause till it come back I? At this rhoment the
breathless crowd heaved like a wave, and 2 deep groan spread from
cenfre to circumference. Anthony now found all was safe, he rose
with rekindled confidence, and shewing Caesars will, which he de-
clared he would not read in pity to the people, whom Cmsar had
made his heirs, because he said it s not meet that you should know
how Cesar loved you;” then glancing on the reeling throng, that fair-
ly sobbed with anguish at the tale they heard, fling himself to the
ground, and gathering them around the mangléd corpse of Camsar,
_snatched up his zashed and bloody mantle, and waiving it o’er their
heads, pointed to the rvat which euch of Cmsar's murderers had
made, and shewed the one through which the well beloved Brutus
».Stabbed ! Ttwas enough! It sealed the fate of Brutus, 2nd Rome fel}
into the worst of bondage. History does not contain such another
instance of ariful oratory, and fromits conquest we should learn thig
solemn truth, that it is as often found under the banner of successful
fraud s in the ranks of trivmphant justice—and more, we should
learn this lesson, that nothing is so unsteady as the popular breath.
Never did any one leave a multitude so fixed and devoted to a cause
as.was this which Brutus left. Never did any one retire with more
~confidence, though warned by Cassius of the consequence, than did
Brutus when he resigned this people to the workings of Anthony.
How fatal the issuc !  And wel might Brutus have said, Oh Oratory !
what are thy mighty powers? Butas much as this same people were
toro and distracted by the alternate powers of Brutus and Anthony,
they never lost their reason; they were not worked up into ungovern-
able rage until they beheld the dead body of Caxsar. Though Ab-

rium, be would say, '* when that the poor have cried, Cassar hath
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thony had fired themto'the highest piteh of resentinent, ey ol
not theo'have commi‘tté& -acts of peronal vengeance; but would vy
erhave proceeded to their réxén"ge undeér-the formseflaw. When ows
ever the lifeless body of Csar-was dragged-out 1nd stretehed bef
them, his pale and manly.forehead smeared with ‘bl_obd;;his“’ha‘irdié
dered and clotted with kiis gore, his once bright eye-glazed-in-death;
twenty-t!:!reé“ gaping ‘and bleeding wounds-pleading-with.a pathc

human tongue could utter—When-too ,théy-"reﬂécte"‘tl-"thafgﬁ.\}é*

who had-carried their country’s arms to the most éxalted pinnacle’
fame, had madec nations quail, Senates tremble, jarred the 'worldand .
all that was great ip-intellect, gloridus in fame, daring in'.eP'téypnze .
and grand in execution, had been inhumanly torn from his family,",
and was then before them a helpless butchered corpse, it was'-w“ég
much for their sensibility.” The fury of despair seemed-to 'c':od:—"
vulse them, and yielding to.an impulse quick and simultaneous;
there was a displosion that whelmed every thing within its' resch:
This was the power of eloquende without Words, the strongest: pas<
sion of the three, because wherever thece is language, there i3 affec---
tation; and this, when discovered, uiterly confounds all the rules” of

Oratory. . S
Oratory is not the art of persnasion, as defined in the hooks; such.
a definition is as inapt as to say that the roar of cannon and blaze of
musketry on the battle-field is the art of persuasion. No? itis the
Eloquence of war, and conquers by foree : so with genuine Oratory,
it never stoops to persuade, it subdues by the strength of its arm and -
the resistless power of its cnergy. It is always supposed to array it~
sclf against inveterate prejudices, obstinate opinions, long indulged
convictions,- and these aye fortified by pride, jealousy, self-imﬁpr'—‘ :
tance, and a host of busy passions, that assume the attitude of "defi-
ance to the worst and boldest onset of Oratory. Can these be over-
come by persuasion ? Would any one attempt to persuade an indivic ..
dual out of a gristled prejudice? As well might he be persuaded
out of a broken arm or a fractured skull. ‘No! somothing stronger
than this mustbe employed in either case.. Persuasion may obtaifi
favors, may invoke' gratuities, may meit the softer stream of benevos’
lence, and occaston it to flow in charity ; but if the dominion of falsex
hood is to be overturned, Oratory must come out in the power of
truth that never falters, and the majesty of justice that never cringes.
The triumph of persuasion is conventional, the conquest™sf clo-
quence is arbitrary, and its exactions are absolute. The first saps



- and capitulates, the fast storm and destroys: the former yields the ho-
norsof warand gives protection, the Jaiter putsgo the sword and grants
no quarter. Oratory is a eharm, and all around it is enchantment.
1t is ihcoqéeivable how small a matter will dissolve its power, and
tben all its witchery vapishes. WWhen the feelings of an avditory are
up to the highest possihle degree of excitement, and they are chain-
ed to the Orator by the most intense interest and admiration, then is
his situation mbost critical and dangerous, for an unmeaning glance,
a faltering accent, a misplaced emphasis, a hesitating look, a stam-
mering utterance, an awkward gesture, an unnatural tone, an affect-
ed grimace or drawling cadence will put every thing to flight, and tha

. Well earned trophies of an hour may all e lost in the unfortunate ac-
cident of a moment. ' Y

An Orator should be almost indifferent to-his words ; at leasthe
should never stop for an insiant to select them. His whole depen-
dance should rest npon the strong, constant and vigorous current of
feeling_ which he can poixr upon his audience; andif it flowsina
correct language, breathing a spirit of independence, enforced by bold
and graceful action, and strengthened by elevated thought, the
plainer the style the greater the effect—the shorter the sentences
the more powerful the influence. This was the Oratory of Demos-
thenes—this was the Oratory of Patrick Henry, the American De-
~ mosthenes; and this is the Eloguence of Nalure, and belongs to every
thing’; even the winds and waves, the woods and hills, and their va-
ried inhabitants, can speak this language; and on tho subjects to
which they refer is often felt and understood with no common pa-
thos. The highly ornamented style, the rich and gorgeous lao-
guage, the skilfully balanced sentences, the round and finished pe-
riods, the neatly constructed phrases and lofty swelling flights, all
c_oristitute the Oratory of art, it is altogether artificial, and though it
often pleases, nay, sometimes ravishes, yet it is nothing but the
substitute of the former, and is o it, what the rocket is to the light-
ning of Heaven; we know and understand itto be nothing but the
exhibition of design, and can never consent to become willing sub-
jects of'its control.  Oratory is a species of melody, and must be set
to harmony by a coneert of notes of peculiar character, and suited to
jtself: without them, words and sentences of the most beautiful order
and construction may be strung in cndless succession, and repcated
to the cnd of time, without any of the chracteristic feelings or effccts
of Xloquence. '

it

. “These signs of the Aty if ‘art A
weys passion or vehemence ;" and: his *is ot "t
grow naturally and continually out :of ;the sobject—i ri
the countenance, and give earnestness.to; fi.ts‘igfcp'fésiéioix'?—'lﬂ_’f_qiu
sparkle in the eye, and add ‘rapidity and peculiar penetration to 19
glances—It must produce-animated action; evidgnced by theforce,
variety and grace of gestare. ~Next, the Janguage must be easy. &
natural, by ne means stiff; strained or affected’; it'miust be atterg
with great  firmness and confidence ; there should not” appearithe
shghtest shade of doubt or hesitation. Distrust in:the’ Orator,. cre
ates distrust in the hearer. This idea should~ be\e‘ver‘i;?’résent
that Eloquence is 2 direct intercourse between heart and heé.t:t ‘an
whatever one feels and displays the other receives and ANSWETS:: 4
Tn the first outset of the Orator, if he evince unsuspected confr
dence, and can inspire a similar sentiment, more than half his wd‘r_k‘: .
is successfully accomplished. .But the great difficulty is yet tobe
explained. There belong to the delivery certain emphases, tones,
cadences, pausos and warmth, which, when and where“to use, con-x
stitute the great secret of Oratory. If Oratory do not come with
carnestness of manner, with appropriate stress 2od stops, in a stream’
of harmony, sometimes rashing like a torrent, then gliding like 2
rill, with occasionally a tremulous articulation, entirely unnfﬂ:ctedﬁ
and always the result of strong ermotion, depend upon it the Orator-
will fail; and whatever may be his other resources for affording plea-
sure and interest, he will never delight, astonish and confound by *
the transporting powers of Eloquence. g
Oratory is the great moral agent that guides and controls all-hu-
man passions. Eloquence is the aniversal instrument, by whichzall .-
the wants of animated nature are supplied. Itisto the moral what .
electricity is to the natoral world; it is the great pervading, connecting
and upholding principle of ail sensual inclination 4nd of all intellectu-
al influence. Itis the subile, active, quickening impulse, restless as
air and rapid as lightning, that runs through all sense, gives edge to’
its desires and effect to its designs—It assumes-all shapes, tries all
forms, and shines in all varieties—It sues in the cry of infancy, woos
ir. the sigh of love, wails in the groan of pain, implores in the suf-
fering of despair, supplicates in the wreichedness of sorrow, be-
seeches in the misery of want, persuades in truth, demands in jus--
tice, melts in pity} thunders in vengeahce and rages in distrf‘}ctinn,
At one moment it fans like the zephyr, at another blasts like 1he si-




moon-—-Nox{ plays and refres es like the breeze, then storms “and
. destréys like dhe blast. - The mind is never steady- under-its opera—
'hon—-—Reason dreads it, _]udgment shrinks from under its crushing
" «enercry, and uneither, in their dominion, has the secunty ofdn hO-lI.‘ un-
/ der'its ravaging march. i
-He who. witnesses the calm serenity of a summer’s morn,. 6t tne
me]low stillness-of an autumnal eve, forgets that they can ever be dis-
: Awrbed by -any 'cause—Let but the angry lizhtnings of heaven gather
in the west, growl for = time as they thicken in the cloud, rise in
‘swelling -murmars as they come over the fearful silence of natire,
then quicken in flashes, streak through the vaulted skies, peal from
pole to pole, from heaven to earth and rend the lofty forest  in vain

before_ this “war of elements.” So with Oratory—Reason and
judgment sit secure amid its playful gambols—-but let it once swell
into a tempest,—~drive upon the feelings,—strike at the sympathies,
~—~beat upon the affections,—storm on the passions,—dash on the
- sensibilities.of the heart,——and reason 2nd judgment are gone,—fled
from the sober helm of conscience : The mind surrenders at disere-
tion—decisious are made and sent forth which no futare composure

) ;¢an repair, that often become fate-to an individual and destiny to a
" naticn. )




