Mr, SMITH, ¢ : '! :
OU will obferve that the affidavits now
fernithed, and the refolution to preface them,
were about the 28th of February or the 1ft of
March, handed to Mr. Wm. Robertfon, fecretary
fhis gy vt L
tion,-=-Why ave not
-u.gu,- or what has become of that fett, isa
quere

~ JAs. M. SIMMONS.

HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES,
Friday, Felruary 19, 1796.
Mr. Meriwether from the committe to whom
was referred the motion, on the I'eb{:& of the fales
" of the weftern territory by the laft legiflatore, re-
ported, and the report being read was amended
and agreed to by the houfe and s as follows :
\'Pmnhcmnﬁ barefaced corruption bas been
praltifed between fome individuals of the Compa-
nies who pretended to ﬁnrchafc under and feveral
of the members of the lalt legiflature, which pafled
the ufurped a&, cntitled, * An a& fupplememary |
to an aft entitled an a@ for appropriating’ a part of
the unlocated territory of this Rate for the payment
of the late fate troops, and for other purpofes

therein menti cd;dechrin;thui ht of this fate
1o the mlln%whml tersitory thercof, for the

roreétion and fupport of the frontiers of this ftate,
and for. other-purpofes;” and it is a queftion of
much importance to determine whether members
of a legillature are {ubjeél toa trial by impeach-
ment under the gth feflion of the 1t article of the
Conlflitation, which, if they {hould be liable to,
many c:ll"e ::em mlo clei'::l_‘:;:':;t and itrvonld hf-
come 0,5, reprefentatives of the people
to tyi- ‘order to deter others "a&'lm in
that high and facred troft from the iike heinous
practices againft the majefty and libertics of the

l’emul whereas, owing to the improper time of
meeting under the late amendments to the Confh.
tution, and the advanced ftate of the feafon, which
sequires the immediate attention of the members
to their refpedive farms and plantaiions, this pre-
fent legiflatore have not time to give the fubjeét a
due deliberation, or, if a decifion’ thercon could
be obtained, to profecute fuch impeachments the
prefent feflion to effet : :

Refolved, That this fubje@ be referred to the
next legiflature, with the mo®t carncft recommen-
dation that it be early taken under their ferious
confideration, and that fuch fieps be had thereon
as may be moft likely to prevent {uch flagrant vio-
lations of the rights of a free people in future,

Refolved, That the judges of the Superior Court
be and they are hereby required to lay before the
mext legiflature their opinion as to the faid gth

‘fe@ion of the faid 1ft article of the Conftitution
on % point, whether a member of the legiflature
can be confidered a perfon who holds an office
within the meaning of the I:'aid feftion, and iscon-

uently liable tajmpeachment. ;
ﬁqﬁnﬂ wh:ms-}:n}lpguun, fenator of this flate,

ieft his feat during an interefling feflion of the
Jegiflatore of the union, and attended the legifla-
ture of this flate during the whole feffion in which
the uforped a&, entitled, ¢ An ad&fopplementary
to an att entitled anact for appropriating a part of
the unlocated territory of this fiate, for the pay-
ment of the late ftate troops, and fer other purjo-
Hes therein mentioned, the 7th Januzry 17053
by which the weftern territory of this fate was
attempted to be bartered; and it appears by the
depofitions on oath of Henry G. Caldwell,. james
Simms, and Robert Flournoy; that the faid James
Gunn did attempt to corrupt and unwarrantzahly
influence fome ns‘lﬁc members of the faid Iegifla- |
ture who paffed the law.

Refolved, That the faid James Gunn has loft the

deace of this legifiatare,

Refolved, That the Senators of this ftate in Con-
_gres be required, and the reprefentatives thereof
h_".:qm""' to ufe thir utmoft infurnce to ohrain
ah amendment of the Conftiration of the Unijted
States, authorizing the legiflatore of any ftare to

recail @ Senator in congrefs therefrom wheaever

the fame may be deem=d neceffary.
1‘:';;?}‘(-‘-'. That the clerl: of this houft carefully
preferve the original depofitions on oath, refpeét-
® Tlorneromel recsived i g




ing the faid eoﬂ:ﬁi_om. in order that the fume

may be laid before the next legiflature ; and copies
of the fame, withthefe Refolutions, be ;ublithed
in one of the Augulta and the Savannah Gazettes,
Refilved, Thit the Attorney and Solicitors Gene-
ral be infiruéied carefully to examine the faid af-
filavits, and that, in whatever inftance the Confli-
tution avd laws of this ffate will admit, profecu-
tions be inftituted ag.inft fuch perfons as were in-
ftrumental in corrupting of feducing the members
of the faid legifluture, :

LB Afidazit Firfl, .
EOR
i Burke county. A,§ January 17965 i
RUSSEL JONES, fenator from the county of
Franklin, being duly fworn, maketh oath, « That
fome time in the laft fummer, Thomas Raburn,
Efy. a reprefentative from the faid county, in the
1aft legiflature, wasathis houfe, when JamesCoil,
and faveral others were allo préfent, and talking
together on the {ubje@ of the fale of the, weltern
territory of this ftate, the faid Coil, told Raburn,
that he did not blame him for felling the land, but
for his felling his vote fo moch lower than what
other members did; that he, Raburn, had fold his
vote for fix hundred dollars, and that others had

got a thoufand---Raburn replied, that it thewed i

that he was eafily fatisficd and was not greedy.
Signedy - RUSSEL JONES,

| Sworn zn prefence of the Committee of the -

Houfe of Reprefentatives, before me,
f'r}m: LEWIS, J. P.
Second,

CLEMENT LANIER, Efq. one of thic repre-
fentatives in the legiflature of this flate, who be-
ing dolyfworn, onthe ioly Evangelilt of Almighty
God, depofeth and fays, that during the 1aft feffion
of the legifluture at Avgufta, in the winter of the
year 1564, he being a member of the houfe of re-
prefentatives, and fitting on the fame fear with
Heiry Gindrat, another of ‘the members ofthat
houle, before the fpeaker took the chair, the faid
Gindrat, recommended to him, to be in favour of
felling of the wellern lands, for that he, faid
Gindrat underftond it was worth our notice;
for Mr. Thomas Wylly, a fenator trom Efficgham
county, had told the faid Gindrar, that he, the
faid Wylly, could have cight or ten likely negroes
for bis part: And the deponent further fayeth,
that on the fame day; in the atternoon, the faid
Thomas Wylly, came into the lobby of the houfe,
and beckoned to the deponent, wh followed him
out, when a converfation commenced ahout the
Yazoo aft; at the fame time, a Mr. Denifon,
came by and alked what we were upon---the faid
Wyily anfwered, the land bufinefs; the faid Deni- -
fon, then came up, and Wylly withdrew; the
faid Denifon, then told the deponcent, that he did not
pretend to advife any member to be in favor of fel-
ling the land, but that thofe who wers in favor of
it, were bandfomely provided for, and that if the
deponent thougiit proper to be in favour of felling,
that he fhould have parr, and that the faid Denifon,

. {aid he was a purchafer of fuch of the members

. parts, asthad a mind to fell, but underffood that

fome of the members pretended to 2k eight and.
ten negroesfor a fhare, or their fharcs; Le faid he
could not give fo much, but the deponent might
Cepend he would purchafe : The deperent further
fayeth, that previons to any of the before recited
circumflances, Mr. William Lenpfircet, onc of the
members of the faid legifisture, frequently called

“en the d?;nncnt, wod afled him why ke was notin

zvour of felling the weltern lands, win anfwered
he.did nat thick it righs to fell 1o companics of
{pcculatars.  The deponent ar this time withing to

* make further difcovery of the condué of the mem-

bers on that fale, and therefere affe&ed to be in-
cliced ro come into the meafure, and by that
means kept up aconverfation =bout it wecafionally 3

-that on the day the biii received its firft reading,

before the houfe was comvene?, the fid Long-
fireet, fpcke to.the deponent, to get his approba-
tion to the fale.  The deponent afted him to hew
him what fecurity the memnbers had of the purcha-
fers, when the foid Longitreer, prefented o conif.
cautey enritling tie hearer to two faares of twenry-
five thovlind acres each, funed by Nathaniel 2on.
dleton, chuitman,  ‘The deponsar then tld tie
fuid Lonsn f, thacthar wos nez what ke had for-

[ mealy eold Lis was a r.::;’.;‘.;:.;'; oo for that the

.




faid Lon, ty had before faid, a 1's fhare
was feventy-five thoufand acres. the faid
Longftreet, then told the deponent, if he would
wait a few minutes, or an hour, he would bring
him another certificate from Gunai's company, for
the fame number of acres. That the in
order to difengage himfelf from the converfation,
then {aid the fecurity was not fuflicient to entitle
him to the land. ‘That the faid rect, then
told the deponent, if he wis not farafied with
the certificates, he would give hin¥ one thoufand
dollars for it, or for them. 'The deponent then
prefented the ceruificatesygo the faid Longfirect,
and went into the lioufe, which was the laft inter-
view he had on the fubjeét. The deponent forther
faycth, that the fhares offered lim as aforefaid,
weére exprefsly defigned to induce him, the depo-
nent, to vote for the bill for difpofing of the,weflern

territork.
Signed, CLEMr. LANIER.
.Q_nn.'i;d as aforefaid. S

Third

PETRR‘E‘,E). \;AN ALEN, lbieing daly fworn,
fayeththatabout the 12thor 13th of January 1595,
he was incompany with a Mg Gindut,“whn.??gé
deponent, underfiood was 2 member of rhe legifla -
ture, then lately adjourncd, that in confequencs of
the advice of R. P. Sanders, Efq. another member
of the fame legiflatore, who advifed the-deponcnt
to purchale fome of the weftern lands, which the

fiiid legiflagirre had fold, and in the purchafe.of whi

the deponent underfood the faid R. P, S ,
was inferefted, und from the information of the fia
Sanders, they could purchafe betweenthem - two
fhares in Gunn’s company, and to the beft of ‘the
deponents, tecolle@ion_ a fhare in Glafcocks com-
yany. for g thoufand dollars, That the fuid Gindrar,
told ‘the deponent, in a converfation on that fub-
je&, that he fiould have his, the faid Gindrat’s
{hare, for that fum, provided the money was paid
by a certain time. That in confequenge, the de-
nt went to cxchange fome Governors warrants

or money; and when he returned, Gindrat refufed
to let him have them ; having os the deponen® un-
derflood and believed, met with a.better marker.
"The deponent further fayeth, that he believes, and
then underftood, thata certain quantity was allot-
ted to each member in the majority, who were not
to pay any money therefor in advance; but were
particularly indulged until the jwhole purchafe mo-
ney was payable at the treafuty, in confequence of
theirvote and fupport of the law for felling the
lands, ‘The deponent further fayeth, that R, P.
Sanders, told the deponent, that bhe had made 2
contra@® with Lachlan M‘Intofh, Efq. who was, as
the deponent Ginderftood, a member of the fame gee
neral affembly, for all the fhares that the ﬁ;&
Mtintofh, held in the different compauvies, for
which he had contraéted to give him eight negrocs,
fifty barrels rice, and a certain fum of money,
which the deponent does not recoll&: That this
coatraft was made before the firfl bill had been ne-
patived by the goveraor; butthata refervation be-
ing being made in the fecond bill in favor of the ti-
tizens and the flate, would dedo@ confider:bisv
from the quantity 6f Iand in each fthare. He, the
faid R, P. Sanders objeéled o giving fo much. The
faid M*Intofh, however nrged the completing the
contraét. The faid R. P. Sanders, farther told the
deponent, that the contraét was broken off hy reafon
of that deduétion. I'he deponent further fayerh,
that he was prefent in company with Lachlan
IM¢Intofh, and others, when fome one of the com-
pany, he thinks Mr. Miozof himfelf, faid thac
he, the faid MeIntuth, held fix thares in e Geor- -
gia Mifillippi company, which he offesed at thiee
bundred dellars premium each, and @ the fame
day the deponent underftood that he did fell them
for a premium of twa hundred and fifty dollars each,
to one of the grantees®of that company,

Signed, PETER L. VAN ALEN.

Sworn to as before, 0

Fourth,
JAMES MERIWETHLR, Lfq. bei
fwora before Thonias Lewis, Efq. in th
the commitee of the houfe of reprefen
afked the foliowing queftious.
4 Q. 1. S‘-'ﬂ;_e you niot, or zrc yonmot,
urer 10 Ope of the companies which purchafe;
chrivomgaimed under the ot ofthe 11 g
ftbe fame, pafied on the 5th Jag
ed, 20 aft fupplimentary, &c.
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A. T waz tre "oomr tu The Cecigin LA i |
<ampgny, and l'l."':ﬂ't‘-"l.‘d f 70 per annum for that
ddr _1‘1 ﬂped on o this place,

‘in that company ?
were, the accoonts

not_in 1 mnf perfons, but by

et of certificates;;
llyih aumber of the um.ixi:w

' ﬂ&mwhwwhmuh:hﬂnf
the fo i kept?
I_dn ot,

(LHu: Are yov, or von nol, acguainted
'Ir!th the means Iqr nrluﬂ'l the i':ul a&t was obrain-
A. Iamnot; Iam interelled asa pnmhftrm‘fj
that company. |
Q. ¢ Do you, ordn you not, know that fome

‘one or more of the members of the legiflature,
umhildmniﬂ:mdmﬂ.lpm mdmﬂ.tyinth:

A. !dum
id, or did not fome one nrlnmd' the
memb the legiflature, pay in to you as trea-
farer, monies in payment of the purchafe, and who,
:nd'ivllich of them ? |

A. I never received any money from any mem-
ber of the legillatare, that 1 recolleét, but I am
pretty certain [ did not,
mﬁ_ 7. Who was the trealurer previous to your-

A. M Amlf: Jackfon,

.ﬂ:u ia compan id vp the
‘-hplF er the pttrthaﬁ: Ennty ? T e
bhave, , - :
Q_; . At what time'was it paid ?
A, hnut Il.lnfs lalt :f Augufty, he thinlks,
5 ned,
. JAs.MERIWETHER.

Mﬁd as hfcrr.
[Tp :nnlinrd'.]




