City of Augulta, on the 2d of July,
1798, the committee which had been
previovflv  appointed, confilting of
Meflis, W. H. Crawfurd, Nathaniel
Cocke, Samuel Barnett, “John Me¢
Kione and Itham Malone, reported
the following addrefs, which was
onanimoufly agreed to, and ordered
to be tranfmitted by their Chairman
to the Prefident of the United Scates,

—

Augufta, 2d Fuly, 1798.

Unuted States,
Siz,

WHILST clouds darken our political
hotizon ; whilft tie ferocious frenzy of
the ¢ Tertible Republic’ -threatens the
United “States with bloodfhed, maffacres
and defolation, we the young men of the
city of Auguita, dcemita duty in common
withour fellow citizens, to affure the chicf
exccutive magittrate of our unalterable
attachment to our country and ics go-
vernment. : 2

At the commencement of theit revolu-
tion we regarded the French nation as
engaged in_ glorious and juft caufe ; the
fuppots-of that poffeical Jiberty, which,
utie(s the foul debafed by oppreffion, or
corrapted by avarice, ncither nations, or
jndividgals will refign, but with their
lives,

! Viewing them in this light, we were

proud of calling France a fiiter fepublic;
. we gloried in calling Freuchmen by the

tadearing appellation of brothers.

Unwilling to form a hafty conclufion
#painft 2 parion in whofe favor, we were
thus prepoflefled, we long withed to view
the injaries gnd infults offered by them to
the'United States, their contempt of our
government, thro’ the medium of their
ambaffadore ; their unrighteous and . pi-
natical attacks upon our commesce, as the

; ufurped and nefarions’acs of individoals,
c.80fan@ioned by their government, -

they Bat by the abfdfute reje@ion of all con-
beewiatory. meafuzes, the - French govern.
,‘.,@%t;hu avowed the flagrant violations

reighteas anbutral nacion and total
 beifegard of their moft folemn compads,
¢ have been' authorized by them that
‘Wdilcriminate rapine and oniverfal eq-
4ipite, inttead of peace and jullice are their
e:iwbje@s; and that no nation can fecare
‘withe fricndfhip, without facrificing its na-
b sural indepeudence.
% Altho’ we are attached to the blcflings
'gof peace, and deprecate the horrors of
(wWwar, yet as we are feofible, that, felf
Aprefecvation now points out a firm and
jaicnergetic condu@® to' our government;
jewe view with the highef degree of ap-
p\mblﬁon. thofe meafures which have
dibeen putlued by the executive, for the
|01 prefervation-of our national ho
w - As we enjoy the fopreme &5(? of
fubeing citizens, of perhaps, the onlysgé-
:uoine and well balanced republic, now
i exitting in the world, we feel a jult con-
fatempt for a nation, who can brand us
a with the impatation of being a divided
Ebeoﬂei- and who prefuming on our difu-
uion, have left s only the awful altesua-
uiye, difgraceful peace, or war.
ih " With the moft unlimited confidence,
in the fizmnefs, jufticeand wifdom of your
adminitiration, we pledge ourfeives to
ryou aud our fellow citizens, that we will
irebe ready at the Yail of our couutry to
etend what is dearer to us than our lives
In—her iiherty and laws,
By order of the meeting,

ANSWE R,
"o the Young Men of the city of dugufia
" A the flate of Georgiae

7o JOHN ADAMS, Prejdent of the .

h GEo. WA I'KINS, Chairman,, -

At a meeting of the Young Men of the




. Gentlemen,

AN addsels from the youth of Auga-
fla, fo remote from the feat of govern-
ment, and where I'am perfonally wholly
uoxknown, is a very High gratiticatioa to
my feelings,

Threats of bloodthed, maffacres and
defolation, from the frenzy of,any nation,
however great, or any republic however
terridle, at the diftance of a thoufand ma-
rine leagues, need|not intimidate the A.
merican people, if they really feel like
you an unalterable attachment to their
country and government,

Ic has been my deRiny to diff>r from
my fellow citizens in genera), in opinions
concerning the French revolution: Asa
difpenfation ot providence, I have ever
beheld it with reverence, unable however
to comprehend any good principles faf.
ficient to produce it, to fee its tendency,
or in what it would terminate—but the
warm zeal, the violent attachment to it
manifefted by Americans’l have ever be.
lieved it to be an error of the public opi-
nion-—it was none of our bufinefs —we
had or ought to have had nothing to do
with ity and I always belicved we were
making work for fevere repentance—

o me little time remains to live, and
lels I hope to have any thing to do with
i public affairs; but I could neither die or

retire in peace, if at fuch a time as this,
and in the ftation I now hold, I thould
conceal my fentiments from my feilow
citizens,

Self prefervation now points out a firm
conduct to goverament, and your fatif |
faftion in ‘thofe meafures, which have
been purfued for the prefervation of out
national honor, is much efeemed==may
you long live to rejoice in them and en.
joy thtir happy effc&s.,

It is a gratification to my pride to fee
you boaft of a well balanced republic;
the effénce of a free. republic is in this
balance—the fecurity of liberty, proper-
tys charalter and life depends every mo-
ment on its prefervation, and France and
America will be fcourged by the rods of
vengeance if they will not fludy and pre.
ferve that balance as the only atk of
fafety, X

The expreffion of your confidenze in
my adminiftration, is the more precious
as it was onexpeQed,

. JOHN ADAMS.
Philadelphia, Fuly 20, 1798, ‘




